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BOOKS HELP YOU TEACH SUNDAY SCHOOL 
MORE SUCCESSFULLY 








David C. Cook’s 
“GROWING YEARS” SERIES 


give you new insight 
into the needs and interests 
of your students 


Teachers and Superintendents 


to receive free 
“Growing Years” Books 
and Lesson Evaluation Portfolio, 


Also available at your local Christian Bookstore. 


As you know, Sunday school teaching be- 
comes more meaningful when you know and 
understand your students thoroughly. David 
C. Cook’s new “Growing Years” series meets 
this need with a clear, concise study of each 
age group. These enlightening profiles dis- 
cuss the needs, interests and problems of the 
group on three different levels: spiritual, edu- 
cational and social. Written simply and force- 
fully, the books are extremely valuable in 
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We invite you to send for the book about your To: David C. Cook Publishing Company, Dept. 8-A 
department—free, with no obligation. Along 850 North Grove Avenue, Elgin, Illinois 

with your “Growing Years” book, we'll in- 

; ‘ Please send me the “Growing Years” book and Lesson Eval- 
clude a complete Lesson Evaluation Portfolio uation Portfolio for the department I have checked below. 
with actual samples of the David C. Cook Sun- I understand there is no cost or obligation. 
day school course materials. You’ll find many 
helpful teaching ideas both in the book and in CD Beginners CD Junior 0 Sr. High 
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Tilt Niilo 


Not much is known about Tilt Niilo. He was a senior 
student at Talinn Agricultural Academy in Estonia, ac- 
cording to The New York Times, November 24. It was 
just before final examinations, at the end of a year of hard 
study. He evidently had continued openly to attend the 
Baptist church. He knew that this was exceedingly risky 
as far as his professional future was concerned. But he was 
a Christian, and this meant more than anything else. Then 
the ax fell. He was expelled from his college just before 
finals and graduation. No degree, no chance of a good 
position, years of study apparently wasted. What had hap- 
pened? It appeared that the Communist Youth Organization 
of the Academy, angered at his open stand for Christ, ob- 
tained the expulsion of Tilt as a warning and as an example 
to other students to give up their faith. One could argue 
that he could have been more discreet and exercised better 
judgment. There was no necessity for him to have been so 
obvious and emphatic about being a Christian. Why not 
keep quiet regarding his faith in Christ? Get a degree first 
and a good job. Later on from a position of influence there 
may be the opportunity to be open concerning Christ and 
His Kingdom. Such is the argument of compromise and 


cowardice down the centuries, and the argument of many 
today. In the days of the early church there were secret 
believers, but they were not the strength of the Church. 
There were others who went singing to their death in the 
arenas of Rome. Who was right? Some time ago three 
Christian students from a famous women’s college near 
Philadelphia were in the home of the writer. The need of an 
uncompromising witness on that campus was obvious. The 
difficulty and the cost, particularly socially, of such an 
open stand was recognized. These Christian students 
acknowledged their responsibility to God as Christians and 
to their classmates. There was a short silence, and then one 
spoke for the three, “All that you say is true, but we are 
just not willing to stick our necks out,” and they returned 
to their college. Tilt Niilo “stuck his neck out.” It cost him 
his degree. Who was right? What is your attitude and mine? 
“Whosoever therefore shall confess me before men, him 
will I confess also before my Father which is in heaven. 
But whosoever shall deny me before men, him will I also 
deny before my Father which is in heaven. Think not that 
I am come to send peace on earth: I came not to send peace, 
but a sword” (Matt. 10:32-34). 





Lesson for January 29 in this issue 


Lesson 5.—Jesus’ Authority Challenged. 





1. Who Wrote the Bible? 


By Arthur Petrie, Th.D. 











“T have written to him the great 
things of my law” (Hos. 8:12). 


ad 
: not merely the Decalogue, 
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but the ten thousand details of duty 
laid down in the whole written law; 
the Decalogue written by God’s own 
hand, and his will written manifoldly 
at sundry times and in divers man- 
ners.’” The whole meaning of Hosea 
8:12 is that the Bible was then in the 
“continuous process” of being written 


by God. God claims to be its author 
and writer. 

In what sense does the Bible mean 
that God wrote the Bible? There is 
in the Bible a usus loquendi, a usage 
in speaking, as there is also with us. 
I sometimes get a letter from the Edi- 
tor of THe Sunpay Scuoot Trmes. I 
observe that he did not write one word 
of that letter. His secretary wrote 
down every word of it. Do you suppose 
that I ever say to my wife or family, 
“TI got a letter today from the secretary 
of the Editor of THe Sunpay ScHOOL 
Trmes?” No, never. Neither do you. 
I say, “The Editor wrote me a letter to- 
day.” And yet he did not write one 
word of it. And what we say of hu- 
man authors, we say of God: it is our 
usage in speaking. 

The Bible itself does the same thing. 
It is a well-established fact that Paul 
wrote the Letter to the Romans, and 
yet he probably never penned a word 
of it. Romans 16:22 says, “I Tertius, 
who wrote this epistle, salute you in 


(Continued on page 43) 








Church or World Power? 


Protestants have, in recent months, found themselves the . 


object of attack by the press for expressing consternation 
over the political aspirations of the Vatican. Honest con- 
cern has been resolutely dismissed as prejudice. 

This concern, however, was based not on some fanciful 
notions, but on historical realities and the assumption that 
history repeats itself. In the past Rome has shown herself 
to be a most astute and ambitious participant in world 
politics, and there are no immediately apparent reasons for 
thinking she has abandoned this activity. On the contrary, 
recent events in several areas contribute to the anxiety of 
anyone who is watching the course of world affairs. 

The story of Archbishop McManus’s crass interference 
with the elections in Puerto Rico, and the stinging rebuke 
he received at the hands of the populace, is familiar to all 
of us now. In a recent issue of The Christian Century, Alan 
Walker tells of the alarming effort of the Roman Catholic 
Church to bring Australia under her dominion. The United 
States has seen some of her major cities acquire Catholic 
majorities in the last 100 years due to the tremendous influx 
of Catholic immigrants from Europe. Similarly, of the 1.5 
million emigrants to Australia since World War II, 47.5 per 
cent have been Roman Catholic. This, of course, represents 
power in any democratic country, for power is wielded by 
votes. The hierarchy in Australia has organized powerful 
lay societies whose purpose it is to exert pressure on the 


THE TIMES News Report 





government to bring about Rome’s political designs. 

Latin America is the target of a new thrust by the Holy 
See. Realizing that she has lost the allegiance of the intelli- 
gentsia there, and that millions of the Indians are only 
nominally Catholic, Rome is organizing “Papal Volunteers” 
to direct a massive lay program of evangelism. 

Dr. Kenneth Strachan, well-known missionary statesman 
and General Director of the Latin America Mission, writing 
in The Fields (December 1960) speaks of the task facing 
evangelicals in Latin America. The sheer. impact of the 
population explosion makes the job almost mathematically 
impossible. Add to this the vigorous proposals of Rome to 
win the continent, and the outlook becomes quite bleak. 
Dr. Strachan urges the total mobilization of the entire 
evangelical community for the work of evangelization. 
Leaving the responsibility to the clergy and to “full time 
workers” will no longer do. 

The power, influence, and designs of Rome, and the com- 
parative weakness of the evangelical force, point again to 
the words of Jesus Christ who, speaking of the course of 
history, gave His followers no grounds for optimism based 
upon events. Their confidence was to be in His promise 
that He would build His Church. The aim of that Church 
is not to gain control of nations for its own glory. It is 
to manifest the Name above every name in a corrupt and 
turbulent world. 





Wilbur M. Smith’s SURVEY 


at one stride came into the centre. 





A Scottish View of Catholic-Protestant Co-operation—All American and British papers have, of course, had 
extensive comments concerning the tragic overture of the Archbishop of Canterbury in visiting the Pope of Rome. 
Instead of making some personal remarks of my own concerning this very serious matter, I would like instead to 
quote three paragraphs from the latest issue of the well-edited Monthly Record of the Free Church of Scotland. 

“An address that was rather of the curate’s egg variety was given at the Assembly by Principal Sir Thomas 
Taylor, of Aberdeen University. Sir Thomas had some admirable things to say, and he said them well, to the evi- 
dent satisfaction of his audience. Referring to the Reformers’ doctrine of Justification by Faith, he said that it was 
not just a theological figment. At one stroke it had cut at the rest of the whole vast system of sacerdotalism. It was 
the beginning of Scottish democracy. Once this doctrine of Justification by Faith was accepted, the common man 


“The Reformers had rightly repudiated the Mass and Mariolatry because these doctrines had no place in Holy 
Scripture. But, said Sir Thomas, we ought to recognise that Roman Catholics, like ourselves, worship the same Lord, 
and that we have far more in common with them than we have with all who reject Him. It was our duty therefore, 
so far as we could without compromise of Truth, 'to draw closer to Roman Catholics in Christian charity, and co- 
operate with them as far as possible in Christian service to our fellow-men. 

“This address had much to commend it, but its references to co-operation with Roman Catholics strongly sug- 
gest that the speaker has had very Itetle experience of the line ‘of action that he was commending to his fellow- 
churchmen. The Roman Church is simply not interested in co-operation with Protestants; its one aim is to regain 
ascendancy in Scotland and to destroy completely our Reformation heritage. A policy of give and take with Rome is 
possible only in circumstances where Protestants do all the giving and Rome all the taking.” 

Teen-Age Church Attendance-—A statement has just beenreleased from Philadelphia, informing us that only 
25 per cent of the teen-agers in the West Oak Lane-Mount Airy neighborhoods of Philadelphia go to church, according 
to a survey of 804 youths in the area. Most of the youngsters spend their week-ends watching television, the survey 
disclosed. It indicated that interest in religion begins to wane after the thirteenth year. Of the 12-year-olds questioned, 
40 per cent said they took part in religious activities on the week-end. This dropped to 24.8 per cent of the 13-year- 
olds, to 17 per cent of the 14-year-olds, and to 11 per cent of the 16-year-olds. 
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@ WASHINGTON, D. C.—Representatives 
of the country's four major religious 
bodies will participate in the inaugu- 
ration of President-elect Kennedy on 
January 20. Archbishop Iakovos of 
New York, head of the Greek Orthodox 
community in this hemisphere, will 
offer a prayer, as will Dr. John Bar- 
clay, pastor to Vice-President elect 
Johnson. Richard Cardinal Cushing 
will give the invocation, and Rabbi 
Glueck, president of Hebrew Union 
College, will pronounce the benedic- 
tion. (RNS) 





@ MONTERO, BOLIVIA. —The American 
parish priest here attacked a Bolivian 
evangelist during one of the evange- 
list's meetings recently, and at- 
tempted to strangle him. Police 
refused to interfere. In the town of 
Camiri, the same evangelist was 
threatened with death by the priest 
there, and the Catholic Action Youth 
stoned the evangelical meeting place. 
Local authorities intervened on be- 
half of the evangelicals there. (A. 
Clifford) 








@ LAGOS, NIGERIA.—The testimony of 
Sir Francis Ibiam, first African gov- 
ernor of Eastern Nigeria, appeared in 
the largest newspaper here. "I ac- 
cept as the absolute truth that Jesus 
Christ is the Son of the living God, 
and that for my sake He died," read 
Sir Francis’ confession. (RNS) 








@ TOKYO.—Twenty-two Christians were 
among the 468 Japanese elected to the 
House of Representatives in the recent 
election. The Christians represent 
six major denominational groups and 
three political parties. (H. Ariga) 





@ Spiritism is emerging as a major 
religious force in Latin America. In 
Argentina the largest sect claims 
10,000 mediums. At arally recently, 
35,000 people packed a Buenos Aires 
stadium and listened to an incoherent 
speech by "Jesus of Nazareth" con- 
cerning nuclear war and the inhab- 
itants of other planets. (A. Clifford) 


@ The Billy Graham team plans a 
state-wide campaign to bring the Gos- 
pel within reach of every resident 
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and visitor in Florida during the 
winter of 1961. Rallies will be 
conducted in Miami, Tampa, St. Pe- 
tersburg, Jacksonville, and other key 
points. (RNS) 


@ NEW YORK.—The Bible or some part 
of the Bible has been translated and 
published in 1,151 tongues as of the 
end of 1959, reports The Missionary 
Research Library. The entire Bible 
is available in 219 languages. About 
one-third of the 1,151 translations 
is out of use or not available at 
present. 





@ BERLIN.-—1350,000 young people in 
East Germany will take part in the Red 
youth rites next Spring, announced 
the Central Committee for Youth 
Dedication here. The rites are an 
atheistic counterpart to Christian 
confirmation. (RNS) 





@ TOKYO.—Headquarters have been es- 
tablished to coordinate plans for 
the month-long evangelistic crusade 
to be held here in May, announces 
World Vision, Inc. Dr. Bob Pierce, 
World Vision president, will speak 
nightly in the 10,000-seat Meiji Au- 
ditorium. 400 Japanese pastors and 
laymen are cooperating in committee 
work. 





@ ISRAEL.—Anti-missionary activity 
is rising here, reports The American 
Board of Missions to the Jews. An 
organization known as Keren-Yaldenu 
aims to "rescue" children from Chris- 
tian mission schools and homes by pro=- 
viding homes and centers for youth. 





@® A resurgence of the most militant 
Buddhist sect, Sooka Gakkai, is ap- 
pearing in Japan, reports the China 
Inland Mission. The sect is savagely 
opposed to other religions, its ad- 
herents carry on ardent personal wit- 
ness, and converts are received into 
the group only by family. 


Vink Teck... 


Beginning a new series on clashing theo- 
logical trends in the Church, by Professor 
John W. Sanderson, Jr. 






























5. A Cluster of Christian Certainties 


Assurances in prayer and the glorious hope 


By the Rev. W. A. HAGGAI 


VII. THe CERTAINTY OF ANSWERED PRAYER 

66 ND this is the confidence that 

- \ we have in him, that, if we ask 

any thing according to his will, 

he heareth us: and if we know that he 

hear us, whatsoever we ask, we know 

that we have the petitions that we de- 
sired of him” (1 John 5:14, 15). 

What boldness, what confidence, what 
assurance, what certainty the child of 
God has in these two verses! To get a 
literal rendering of them, let us lay 
aside the elegance of the King James 
Version and read it thus: “And this is 
the confidence (or boldness) which we 
have in Him, that if anything we ask 
according to His will, He hears us. And 
if (since) He hears us, whatever we 
ask, we know that we have the things 
asked which we have asked of Him.” 
Perhaps you have already noticed that 
in our common version there are three 
words given for the one Greék word: 
“ask,” “petitions,” and “desired”; also 
the alternate “boldness” for “confi- 
dence” and “since” for “if.” 

In these verses we have confidence 
described, a condition recognized, and 
the consequence enjoyed. 

1. Confidence described. The apostle 
speaks of this confidence as the com- 
mon possession of all believers: “And 
this is the confidence that we have in 
him.” It is ours. It is the property of 
all saints. The gracious Heavenly Fa- 
ther has included it with “all spiritual 
blessings in heavenly places in Christ” 
(Eph. 1:3), and the child of God must 
claim it by faith and enter into the 
fullest enjoyment thereof. 

The scope of this confidence is de- 
scribed in the words “any thing.” This 
is a corroboration of the words of our 
Saviour to His apostles in the upper 
room: “Whatsoever ye shall ask in my 
name, that will I do... . If ye shall ask 
any thing in my name, I will do it” 
(John 14:13, 14). In John 16:23 we 
read: “Verily, verily, I say unto you, 
Whatsoever ye shall ask the Father in 
my name, he will give it you.” The 
scope, therefore, is limitless. 

2. A condition to be recognized. This 
is given in the words “according to his 
will.” “Ah, there it is,” someone says, 
“T knew there was a catch to it.” Sober 
thinking will convince anyone that this 
condition is as great a blessing as the 
limitless scope. Perhaps. the first 
thought that occurs to one’s mind is 
that this condition renders the confi- 
dence worthless. The opposite is true. 
How many times in our life we have 
asked the Father for a stone that to our 
shortsightedness looked like bread, or 
for a serpent that looked to us like a 
fish, or for a scorpion that looked to us 
like an egg. But our omniscient Father 
in His goodness gave us an egg that to 
our shortsightedness looked like a scor- 
pion, or a fish that looked like a ser- 
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pent, or a loaf that looked to us like a 
stone. Instead of looking upon this 
condition as a restriction, we should see 
in it the beneficent sphere where the 
scope of this confidence may joyfully 
bask. In other words, the sphere of 
operation of this confidence is the will 
of God, which is good, acceptable, and 
perfect (Rom. 12:2). 

Here is a kite that is soaring higher 
and higher into the sky. But at the 
end of the boy’s string it ceases to as- 
cend. Let us imagine the kite pulling 
and tugging. Let us hear it grumbling 
also, “I wish that he would let me go. 
Then I would fly higher and higher 
into the heavens.” Let us further im- 
agine that the kite succeeds in break- 
ing the string. Will it go higher and 
higher? Nay, verily. Look at it de- 
scending while. buffeted with the winds 
until it is torn and broken. The re- 
striction was the secret of its flight. 

Let us not rob ourselves of the bless- 
edness of this certainty by considering 
this condition as nullifying our prayer. 
Would our loving Father bind Himself 
to give His frail children all they ask? 
That indeed would be a curse instead 
of a blessing. 

3. The consequence enjoyed. Now we 
meet our familiar word again: “we 
know.” Yes, this is the same word, the 
kind of knowledge that does not de- 
pend upon feelings or reasoning, but 
rather upon the authority of God’s 
Word. The word “if” need not weaken 
the force of it in the least. A. T. 
Robertson calls this condition (“if we 
know that he hear us, whatsoever we 
ask”) “first class” or “condition deter- 
mined as fulfilled” or “assumed true.” 
In other words, the “if” here has the 








Secret of the Snow 
By the late Helen Frazee-Bower 


OFTLY now the snow is falling 
~ In a world so still and white; 
Even time has been arrested: 

There is neither noon nor night. 


There is neither spot nor wrinkle, 
Not a branch stands stark and nude: 
Leveled are each field and fence post 
To a common altitude. 


How the heart takes joy in seeing 
Beauty by His hand prepared, 

How the heart finds peace in knowing 
Secrets of the snow are shared! 


Even as the earth around us 
Clothes itself in borrowed dress, 

So the soul that trusts the Saviour 
May put on His righteousness— 


Not to glory in His presence, 
Nor to cower with the clod, 

But to wait in white before Him— 
Leveled by the grace of God. 


force of “since”: “And since we know 
...” The consequence enjoyed, there- 
fore, is the certainty that we have the 
things asked. The prayer is answered 
and we have the answer. In Mark 11: 
24 our Lord says: “Therefore I say 
unto you, What things soever ye de- 
sire, when ye pray, believe that ye 
received them [so it is in the Greek] 
and ye shall have them.” God would 
have us know, and know that we know, 
that He answers all prayers according 
to His will. 


VIII. THe CERTAINTY THAT 
WE Suatt Be Like Hm™ 

“Beloved, now are we the sons of 
God, and it doth not yet appear what 
we shall be: but we know that, when 
he shall appear, we shall be like him; 
for we shall see him as he is” (1 John 
$:2). 

This is a most amazing statement. It 
is no wonder that when a group of 
native translators came to this verse, 
they hesitated. One of them suggested 
translating it: “We shall kiss His feet.” 
The statement that “we shall be like 
him” was too profound for them to be- 
lieve, and justly so. Let us for a mo- 
ment forget chapter division and look at 
the last verse of chapter two: “If ye 
know [absolutely] that he is righteous, 
ye know [by observation] that every 
one that doeth righteousness is born of 
him. Behold, what manner of love the 
Father hath bestowed upon us, that we 
should be called the sons [born ones] 
of God.” 

In the first place let us note the ez- 
clamation: “Behold .. .” Even though 
John the Apostle had known the Lord 
and His blessed truth for many years, 
the glory and wonder of this relation- 
ship were still sparkling in beauty and 
marvelous in import. He uses this word 
at the beginning “as the utterance of 
one who wishes that something should 
not be neglected by another ... or of 
one who brings forward something new 
and unexpected.” The next word (two 
words in English) intensifies the won- 
der and amazement: “what manner.” 
Originally the word meant “from what 
country or race”; later, “of what sort 
or quality.” A fitting expression used 
in our time is: “out of this world.” In- 
deed this love of God toward us is 
exotic, out of this world! “God, who 
is rich in mercy, [according to] .. . his 
great love wherewith he loved us, 
even when we were dead in sins, hath 
quickened us together with Christ” 


(Eph, 2:4, 5). 
Let us note in the second place the 
affirmation. For fear, perhaps, that 


some of the believers might think that 
they were not going to be the children 
of God until the future, at the second 
coming of Christ, he adds: “Beloved, 
now are we the children of God.” It 
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is most essential to our full enjoyment 
of salvation to’ enter here and now 
into the blessed assurance that we are 
now the children of God. 

“But what are we going to be like?” 
many may ask. This leads us to the 
explanation: “. . . it doth not yet appear 
what we shall be.” The first idea that 
comes to mind at the reading of these 
words is that ‘we do not now appear 
anything like what we shall be. This 
is true, but it is not all. The apostle is 
saying that there is nothing visible to 
the human eye that could give us any 
idea of what we shall be like in glory. 
This is a stupendous statement. There 
is much beauty in this world. There 
is much of what we call glory all 
around us: the beautiful landscapes, the 
gorgeous hillsides, especially in the fall 
of the year, the majestic mountains, the 
magnificent sunset! “Ah,” answers the 
apostle, “I have seen all these and have 
bowed again and again before their 
Creator. But they are far, far short.” 

The human mind is not capable of 
grasping such a revelation. Could the 
apostle have grasped it, he would not 
have had the words to describe it. 
Could he have described it, none of us 
would have been able to comprehend 
it. It would be like a Marconi going to 
the heart of Africa and trying to ex- 
plain to the natives the intricacies of 
the wireless; or an American housewife 
in the Brazilian swamps trying to ex- 
plain to a native woman the electric 
iron or any of the common gadgets in 
the home. The native in Africa or 
South America could only form mental 
pictures common to him or her. The 
American explainer would look around 
and say, “Well, there is nothing around 
here that I can use to give you the 
faintest idea of our appliances.” “It 
doth not appear anywhere here what 
they are like.” 

“But we know...” Here is our word 
again, the “know” based on an authori- 
tative source, the source of God’s reve- 
lation. The other word of knowledge 
that is based on feeling or observation 


could not fit at all here. The apostle 
has already said, “. .. it doth not yet 
appear what we shall be.” Observation 


could not give him any information. 
Feeling could not help him. All he 
could feel, perhaps, was his decrepitude 
due to old age. But he could shout 
triumphantly, “We know,” the knowl- 
edge of God’s revelation. 

What is it that we know? We know 
“that we shall be like him.” He “shall 
transform the body of our humiliation, 
that it may be fashioned like unto the 
body of his glory” (Phil. 3:21, A.S.V., 
marg.). Years ago there appeared in 
THE Sunpay ScHoot Times a cartoon 

(Continued on page 45) 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“Are not two sparrows sold for a 
farthing? and one of them shall 
not fall on the ground without 
your Father” (Matt. 10:29). 
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Bible Study: A Symposium 


Why Study the Bible? 


By the Rev. John W. Sanderson, Jr. 
Assistant Professor of Practical Theology 
Westminster Theological Seminary, 
Chestnut Hill, Pa. 


UR method of Bible study and our 

estimate of the value of other 
methods is based on the answer we give 
to a prior question: “Why do I study 
and read the Bible?” I believe the 
Bible itself gives us the answer: “All 
Scripture is given by inspiration of 
God, and is profitable for doctrine, for 
reproof, for correction, for instruction 
in righteousness: that the man of God 
may be perfect, throughly furnished 
unto all good works” (2 Tim. 3:16, 17). 
Therefore, we should study the Bible 
with this truth in view: that our minds 
will be filled with, our souls fed with, 
our feelings controlled by, and our wills 
conformed to, “all the counsel of God” 
(Acts 20:27); and we should be wary 
of Bible reading and study that falls 
short of this ideal. 

For example, suppose you are faced 
with a decision and before you is what 
appears to be an open door. You recall 
that the Bible speaks of Christ’s open- 
ing and closing doors (Rev. 3:8); will 
you proceed with full confidence that 
the path indicated is the correct one, 
just because the door is open? Should 
you do this, you will find yourself act- 
ing without the wisdom of the whole 
counsel of God. For if you have 
studied the Book of Jonah and recall 
its teachings, you will be a bit slow to 
rush into an open door just because it 
is open. “Jonah rose up to flee... from 
the presence of the Lord, and went 
down to Joppa; and he found a ship go- 
ing to Tarshish” (1:3). We can almost 
hear Jonah, rationalizing this experi- 
ence: “This is the right way, for if it 
were wrong, why was there a ship 
ready to leave just when I arrived in 
Joppa? And to confirm the leading, it 
is ready to leave for Tarshish—just 
where I wanted to go.” 

Now if you have not studied the 
Jonah passage, you might err in enter- 
ing through an open door just because 
it is open. The Bible is given to us to 
keep us from making mistakes of this 
kind, and we can be confident of a 
course of action only as we know what 
the Bible says. This is a life-long as- 
signment, for it means knowing the 
contents of Chronicles, Haggai, and 
James, in addition to more familiar 
sections; but there is no alternative, 
nor need there be. 

For this reason—the practical reason 
of having a guide for all of life—we 
should read the Bible grammatically. 
The Bible is made up of words “which 
the Holy Ghost teacheth” (1 Cor. 2:13), 
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and these words are understood only 
in their relation to each other. 

We should study the Bible expecting 
to be reproved and corrected since we 
come to it with sinful, perverse natures, 
and the correction should encompass 
our whole personality: our ideas should 
be changed: “the renewing of your 
mind” (Rom. 12:2); our wills should be 
strengthened to do His will: “doing 
the will of God from the heart” (Eph. 
6:6); and our emotions captured so 
that we set our “affection on things 
above” (Col. 3:2). 

Moreover, some parts of the Bible 
may mystify us, and this should not 
trouble us. “For now we see through 
a glass, darkly; .. . now I know in part” 
(1 Cor. 13:12). Some of the mystery 
can be resolved by help from others. 
Do not think it unspiritual to read a 
good commentary: “and [God] gave 
some... teachers” (Eph. 4:11). 

We should read the Bible relating all 
of it to Jesus Christ. We find Jesus on 
every page of Scripture, not merely by 
noting types and figures, not only by 
ascribing all blessings to His work, but 
also by viewing history as preparing 
for, or proceeding from, the Cross and 
the Crown. 

To do all this we should read the 
Bible prayerfully, since it is only as 
we are illuminated by the Holy Spirit 
that we are able to see, relate, and 
apply. 

But it may be asked, “When will I 
find time for all this?” It is probably 
true that Bible study was never more 
difficult, since the hustle and bustle of 
our modern life takes a tremendous 
toll. But it is certainly true that Bible 
study was never more necessary than 
today. The Lord’s Day is God’s ap- 
pointed day for such study, and when 
it is restored to its proper place in 
Christian homes, there will be time for 
the study that the Bible deserves. 

Does the Bible study of a seminary 
teacher differ from that of any other 
Christian? Not in any essential way. 
We all need “a light that shineth in a 
dark place, until the day dawn” (2 Pet. 
1:19). 

ORELAND, Pa. 
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Some Thoughts on Bible Study 


By the Rev. James O. Palmer 
Executive Secretary, 
American Scripture Gift Mission 


N TODAY’S mad rush to obtain 
knowledge and_ specialized skills, 
many Christians are passing up the 
most rewarding study of all, the study 
of the Bible, which is the Word of God. 
To the born-again Christian, the 


(7) 31 





Bible is the most fascinating book in 
print. It is also the most important 
because it is the only book that gives 
reliable information about God and the 
universe that He created and sustains. 

What the Bible Teaches. The first 
book of the Bible, Genesis, which means 
“beginnings,” furnishes us with a clear 
record of the beginning of time, crea- 
tion, man, sin, salvation, the Flood, and 
the various divisions of the human race. 

The Bible truly records the creation 
of man, his fall, his redemption, and 
his future state. It is the only book 
that prepares us for eternity. All other 
studies prepare us for a life of useful- 
ness in this present world and lose 
their value to us when we pass through 
the experience called death. But the 
study of the Bible also prepares us for 
the life that is to come. Is this a mat- 
ter of importance to you? 

The Importance of Bible Study. The 
Christian cannot get along without 
Bible study. It is vital to his spiritual 
growth. In 1 Peter 2:2 the apostle 
writes, “As newborn babes, desire the 
sincere milk of the word, that ye may 
grow thereby.” Our Lord Jesus ad- 
monishes us in John 5:39 to “search the 
Scriptures”; and Isaiah urges us. to 
“seek ye out of the book of the Lord 
and read” (Isa. 34:16). Paul warns of 
the possibility of being “carried about 
with every wind of doctrine,” and 
counsels us to “study to shew thyself 
approved unto God, a workman that 
needeth not to be ashamed, rightly di- 
viding the word of truth” (Eph. 4:14; 
2 Tim. 2:15). 

The General Plan of Study. The dis- 
cerning mind will soon discover that 
God’s program of learning is geared to 
man’s thinking processes. There is an 
orderly progression from the simple 
truths to the more profound. God’s 
program in brief for Bible study has 
been recorded by the Holy Spirit 
through the pen of the Prophet Isaiah: 
“Whom shall he teach knowledge? and 
whom shall he make to understand doc- 
trine? them that are weaned from the 
milk, and drawn from the breasts. For 
precept must be upon precept, precept 
upon precept; line upon line, line upon 
line; here a little, and there a little” 
(28:9, 10). 

Studying the Bible takes time. Your 
heart and your mind must be prepared 
to receive new light. This is a process 
that cannot be hurried. Our Lord said 
to His disciples in John 16:12, “I have 
yet many things to: say unto you, but 
ye cannot bear them now.” Why not? 
Their hearts and minds were not pre- 
pared to accept or digest this new rev- 
elation. He had given them a brief 
introduction to the truth, but they 
would have to be brought to the full- 
ness of it gradually. 

It was to be the prerogative of the 
Holy Spirit to “guide [them] into all 
truth” (John 16:13). How? By taking 
the words of Christ, already spoken, 
and unfolding the meaning of what had 
been said. In John 14:26 Jesus said, 
“He shall teach you all things, and bring 
all things to your remembrance, what- 
soever I have said unto you.” 
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The various passages of Scripture 
quoted in this brief article give us an 
insight into God’s provison for our 
knowledge, and His method of instruc- 
tion. A serious-minded Christian will 
soon realize that there are no short- 
cuts to a knowledge of God’s Word. It 
takes time to teach it, and it takes time 
to absorb the.teaching. But the reward 
for patient study exceeds by far the 
time and effort expended. 

Let us approach the study of God’s 
Holy Word humbly, realizing that “if 
any man think that he knoweth any- 
thing, he knoweth nothing yet as he 
ought to know” (1 Cor. 8:2), and with 
the prayer of the psalmist upon our 
lips, “Open thou mine eyes, that I may 
behold wondrous things out of thy law” 
(Psa. 119: 18). 


PHILADELPHIA. 
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Learning From Others 


By Charles C. Ryrie, Th.D., Ph.D. 
President, Philadelphia College of Bible 


AUL’S prayers are _ interesting. 

When he prays for the church at 
large he seems to have one burden— 
that knowledge might increase. The 
prayer for the church at Ephesus was 
“that ye may know what is the hope of 
his calling, and what the riches of the 
glory of his inheritance in the saints, 
and what is the exceeding greatness of 
his power to us-ward who believe” 
(Eph. 1:18, 19). For the Philippians he 
prayed for the increase of their love, 
but love that was bounded by knowl- 
edge and discernment (Phil. 1:9). Con- 
cerning the Colossians, his burden was 
that they might be fruitful, but this de- 
pended on their being “filled with the 
knowledge of his will in all wisdom 
and spiritual understanding” and their 
“increasing in the knowledge of God” 
(Col. 1:9, 10). In each case knowledge 
was the need. 

How can we learn about the hope of 
our calling? Where can we be in- 
structed how to love intelligently? How 
can we be tutored in the knowledge of 
God’s will? The answer to all these 
questions is in God’s Word. Bible 
study is the answer to these prayers. 

There are many needs in the church 
of Christ today, but the basic need is 
still that of increasing knowledge of 
the truth! of God as revealed in His 
written Word. Instructed Christians 
will experience power (Eph. 1:19), will 
love the brethren (Phil. 1:9), and will 
live fruitful lives (Col. 1:10). Could 
it be that we have sought these desir- 
able ends without using the means to 
those ends? And those, means all boil 
down to one—knowing the contents of 
the Bible. 

Now there are many Ways to study 
the Bible, but one of the most efficient 
and beneficial is to study it with the 
help of others. Indeed, Paul reminds 
us that gifted people, including pastors 
and teachers, are given to the church 
in order that Christians might be built 
up in the knowledge of the truth (Eph. 


4:11-14). To overlook the benefit to 
be gained from sitting under gifted 
teachers of God’s Word is to miss one 
of the most useful methods of Bible 


study. If God intended that you 
should learn everything by yourself, 
there would have been no need for the 
gift of teaching. But since He has given 
teachers to the church, it behooves us 
to make use of them. 

This can be done in several ways. 

First, pay careful attention to your 
Bible-preaching pastor. Take notes on 
his sermons, and when you get home 
talk about it in the family group so 
that what God has given him may be 
implanted in your mind. 

Second, read Christian books that 
teach sound doctrine. It is well and 
good to read devotional books, but they 
should not be the sole item on your 
diet. You should also read doctrinal 
books and commentaries on books of 
the Bible. In this way you can profit 
from the work of other godly men. 

Third, if there is in your city a Bible 
school, enroll in some of their classes, 
particularly the evening classes. You 
will be able to find time if you con- 
sider it important enough to learn the 
Word. 

Fourth, if you cannot attend a Bible 
school personally, enroll in a corres- 
pondence course from some reputable 
Bible school. In this way you can profit 
from the knowledge of those who write 
these courses, and you will progress 
systematically in the truth. Procrasti- 
nation and laziness are faults of most of 
us, but the regular prodding of lessons 
coming to your home will help over- 
come these problems. 

These are some of the ways that you 
can enter into the labor of others in 
helping yourself meet the need in your 
own life to know the Bible better. 


PHILADELPHIA. 
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The Pastor and Bible Study 


By the Rev. Howard W. Oursler 
Minister, Presbyterian Church 
of the Covenant, Bala-Cynwyd, Pa. 


NE of the pastor’s primary con- 
cerns is that his people “grow in 
grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ” (2 Pet. 3:18). 
Since Christ is the grand subject of the 
Bible, the better acquainted one is with 
the Bible, the better acquainted one 
should be with the Lord Jesus. And 
the more one is occupied with Him, 
the more like Him one should: become. 
“We all, with open face beholding as in 
a glass the glory of the Lord, are 
changed into the same image from 
glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of 
the Lord” (2 Cor. 3:18). These con- 
siderations make Bible study an indis- 
pensable part of the Christian’s life 
and of the church’s program. 
How can a pastor encourage Bible 
study in his congregation? 
1. He must want to do this. That 
may seem like an unnecessary assertion, 
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but it is absolutely basic. A pastor 
may think other things are more im- 
portant. He may want to cultivate the 
fellowship of the church, or the activ- 
ities of the church. He is aware of the 
importance of Bible study, but there 
are other goals (in his mind, more im- 
portant goals, at least right now) he 
has in mind for his people. In order 
to encourage Bible study in a congre- 
gation, the pastor must be enthusiasti- 
cally ready and willing to lead his 
people into the treasures of the Word. 


2. A pastor can lead his people into 
the riches of the Word only when he 
knows the way himself. He must be 
an earnest Bible student. He must give 
time to this, and it must be high on the 
list of priorities. More is demanded 
of the modern pastor than formerly in 
areas of administration and organiza- 
tion, in responsibilities to the work of 
his denomination, or to interdenomina- 
tional activities. In metropolitan areas, 
he is easily involved in a ceaseless 
round of meetings and commttee in- 
volvements. Today’s pastor, if he is not 
careful, may find that he has not suffi- 
cient time for his own Bible study. He 
cannot lead others where he himself 
has not been. 

3. A pastor can create a favorable 
atttude for Bible study by using the 
Bible in the church services. Where 
there are Bibles in the pews, the pastor 
might use the Bible rather than selec- 
tions in the back of a hymnal for re- 
sponsive readings. He might also invite 
the people to turn to the Scripture les- 
son and follow as he reads. In intro- 
ducing his message, he might ask the 
people to open their Bibles to the 
passage with which he is dealing and 
to turn to any other passages to which 
This suggests still an- 
other way the pastor can encourage 
Bible study. 

4. A pastor will encourage his people 
to study the Bible for themselves 
through Bible-teaching messages from 
the pulpit. There are so many — 
upon which a minister might spéak. 
There are many interesting and stim- 
ulating sermons preached each week. 
But if people are to know what the 
Bible teaches, and how to study it on 
their own, they must be shown the 
way. As a pastor unfolds the teaching 
of a verse, or a group of verses, or a 
chapter, as he preaches, the people will 
be fed and challenged | to go deeper. 


5. A pastor can lead his congregation 
in Bible study in the week-night meet- 
ings in his church. Many pastors de- 
vote a part of the prayer meeting each 
week to the regular, consecutive ex- 
position of some Bible book. If there 
is no prayer meeting, a time of Bible 
study has often been the occasion for 
beginning one. There might be further 
opportunities for group study in the 
homes of the people. 

6. A pastor can render a real service 
by offering suggestions for personal 
Bible study, either by giving specific 
instruction in methods of Bible study, 
or by referring members of the congre- 
gation to Bible study helps such as a 


Bible dictionary, a Bible atlas, an in- 
troduction to the books of the Bible, 
and suggested commentaries on certain 
Bible books. 

7. A pastor can stimulate Bible study 
by making it a point in his pastoral 
calling either to inquire as to where in 
the Book the member to whom he is 
speaking is studying and if any “dis- 
covery” has recently been made, or to 
point out something that has developed 
in the pastor’s own current Bible study. 

As in so many other aspects of his 
work, the pastor is the key to the sit- 
uation. He can encourage his people 
to be students of the Word, if he will. 


Bata-Cynwyp, Pa. 
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Bible Study, Homemaker’s Style 


By Yvonne K. Woods 
Women’s Bible Class Teacher 


OD’S supreme command to Israel 

was “Thou shalt love the Lord thy 
God with all thine heart, and with all 
thy soul, and with all thy might” (Deut. 
6:5). Immediately linked to this first 
and great commandment is the clear 
parental injunction, “And these words, 
which I command thee this day, shall 
be in thine heart: and thou shalt teach 
them diligently unto thy children” (vv. 
6, 7). 

What does God expect of parents to- 
day? Are they somehow to make time 
in their busy schedule for study of 
God’s Word and for passing this knowl- 
edge on to their children? Or will not 
the radio devotional and church suffice 
for adults, and Sunday school for the 
youngsters? 

For those who really love the Lord it 
is not a question of how little Bible 
study will suffice, but how every op- 
portunity can be seized to increase in 
the knowledge and love of God. Listen 
to Paul’s ringing cry, “Let the word of 
Christ dwell in you richly .. . teaching 
and admonishing one another” (Col. 3: 
16). Every Christian in Colosse, wife 
as well as husband, slave as well as 
master, was called first to become won- 
derfully familiar with the truth of the 
Gospel, and, secondly, to teach and in- 
struct others. 

So, in considering how a mother, wife, 
and homemaker should approach Bible 
study, these two constantly emphasized 
Scriptural principles must be kept in 
mind. First of all, a mother’s aim must 
be not only to understand the Bible 
intellectually but also, because she loves 
the Lord and wants to please Him in 
every particular, to lay up God’s words 
in her heart. Then as she does this, it 
will follow naturally that she will speak 
to her own God-given audience of that 
which is closest to her heart. 

How can a mother find time to in- 
struct her children in God’s Word? 
God’s answer is in Deuteronomy 6:7, 
“When thou sittest in thine house, and 
when thou walkest by the way, and 
when thou liest down, and when thou 
risest up.” Have you ever shared some- 
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thing the Lord has shown you in His 
Word while sitting at the meal table or 
whiie relaxing in your home? Or does 
TV monopolize the “sitting” moments 
of your family? Walking with one’s 
family has largely given place to driv- 
ing. But a car trip provides another 
occasion for talking of the Lord and of 
the beauty of His natural creation, as 
well as for prayer and thanksgiving for 
protection on the journey. 

Child psychiatrists recommend a bed- 
time story as the best preparation for 
sleep. Are you reading God’s stories 
to your child each night, teaching and 
explaining them so that from his 
earliest days he may go to rest know- 
ing he is encompassed by the everlast- 
ing arms? 

The Word of God is as necessary to 
spiritual life as food to physical life. , 
Does your child go to school in the 
morning without some food from the 
Word of God? Or do you think your 
family can live “by bread alone”? 

Sitting at meals, driving in the car, 
putting the children to bed, preparing 
them for a new day—these are the 
times God has commanded us to talk 
of Him to our children. If we have 
obeyed His first command and love 
Him with all our heart, and ourselves 
feed daily on His Word, such conver- 
sation will be no problem. For “out of 
the abundance of the heart, the mouth 
speaketh.” 


Bryn Mawpg, Pa. 
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Who Was Moses’ Wife? 


The Times is a continual blessing. 
How we praise our Lord for giving 
it to us because of your stand for the 
Word. 

Will you please answer these ques- 
tions for classes that I teach. 

Moses’ wife (Num. 12:1) is called 
an Ethiopian. Was she the daughter 
of Jethro, and was Jethro the same 
as the one called Raguel?—A Ten- 
nessee reader. 

Many Bible students believe that the 
Jethro of Exodus 3:1 and the Reuel, 
or Raguel, of Exodus 2:18 and Numbers 
10:29 were one and the same person, 
the one term being a title and the other 
a given name. Some __ uncertainty 
about this lies in the fact that the 
daughters of the priest of Midian, whose 
flock Moses watered, are said to have 
come to their father, Reuel, in Exodus 
2:18, whereas after Moses married one 
of these daughters, his father-in-law is 
said to have been Jethro (Exod. 3:1). 
An explanation may lie in the fact 
that the word translated “father-in-law” 
does not denote the special relationship 

(Continued on page 50) 
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THE KING JAMES VERSION 

John 5:9 And immediately the man was made whole, and 
took up his bed, and walked: and on the same day was the 
sabbath. 

10 The Jews therefore said unto him that was cured, It is 
the sabbath day: it is not lawful for thee to carry thy bed. 

11 He answered them, He that made me whole, the same 
said unto me, Take up thy bed, and walk. 

12 Then asked they him, What man is that which said unto 


thee, Take up thy bed, and walk? 


13 And he that was healed wist not who it was: for Jesus 
had conveyed himself away, a multitude being in that place. 

14 Afterward Jesus findeth him in the temple, and said 
unto him, Behold, thou art made whole: sin no more, lest a 
worse thing come unto thee. 

15 The man departed, and told the Jews that it was Jesus, 
which had made him whole. 

16 And therefore did the Jews persecute Jesus, and sought 
to slay him, because he had done these things on the sab- 
bath day. 

17 But Jesus answered them, My Father worketh hitherto, 
and I work. 

18 Therefore the Jews sought the more to kill him, because 
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JESUS’ AUTHORITY CHALLENGED 
John 5; printed text, verses 9-24 
Golden Text.—Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth my word, and 


believeth on him that sent me, hath everlasting life, and shall not come into 
condemnation; but is passed from death unto life.—John 5:24 


he not only had broken the sabbath, but said also that God 
was his Father, making himself equal with God. 

19 Then answered Jesus and said unto them, Verily, verily, 
I say unto you, The Son can do nothing of himself, but what 
he seeth the Father do: for what things soever he doeth, 
these also doeth the Son likewise. 

20 For the Father loveth the Son, and sheweth him all 
things that himself doeth: and he will shew him greater 
works than these, that ye may marvel. 

21 For as the Father raiseth up the dead, and quickeneth 
them; even so the Son quickeneth whom he will. 

22 For the Father judgeth no man, but hath committed 
all judgment unto the Son: 

23 That all men should honour the Son, even as they 
honour the Father. He that honoureth not the Son honoureth 
not the Father which hath sent him. 

24 Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth my 
word, and believeth on him that sent me, hath everlasting 
life, and shall not come into condemnation; but is passed 
from death unto life. 


Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 
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The Lesson as a Whole 
By C. Ernest Tatham 


Approach to the Lesson 

UR lesson today issues directly out 
O of the miracle wrought upon the 

impotent man at the pool of Be- 
thesda. This is the third “sign” of this 
Gospel, and the fact that it was per- 
formed on the Sabbath Day made it 
all the more conspicuous. 

Like all of the other mighty acts of 
the Lord Jesus, this one was also 
clothed with spiritual significance—a 
sort of parabolic pantomime, designed 
to convey spiritual truth to all who wit- 
nessed it. 

This paralytic had lain beside the 
pool for some thirty-eight years, and 
was now not only helpless but hope- 
less. At the season when the waters 
were supposed to be especially curative, 
he was always unable to find someone 
who was willing to help him into the 
pool. 

But the Prophet of Nazareth had 
come. He had asked him concerning 
his need and his desire for healing. 
Then He followed this up with the 
authoritative command to arise and 
carry his bed. 

The miracle was both instantaneous 
and complete. In triumph the former 
paralytic shouldered his pallet and 
walked away. But it was the Sabbath 
Day, and he was seen! This provoked 
a storm of criticism not only upon the 
cured but also upon the Curer. 


Verse by Verse 
John 5:9c.—“. .. and on the same day 
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was the sabbath.” The Sabbath was, 
and is, the seventh day of the week, 
and it was originally given to Israel 
as a sign between them and their God 
(see Exod. 31:13-17). 

Verse 10.—“The Jews therefore said 
... It is the sabbath day: it is not law- 
ful for thee to carry thy bed.” These 
religious leaders had encrusted this sig- 
nificant day with a lot of their own 
traditions, and were hopelessly incon- 
sistent in their own practices. 

The bed was a pad or a pallet, and 
not an ordinary bed such as we use in 
this country. 

Verse 11—“He answered them, ‘He 
that made me whole, the same said 
unto me, Take up thy bed, and walk.” 
The man was perfectly right in his 
reasoning here. The One by whose 
power alone he was walking was surely 
One to whose authority he should sub- 
mit. He could not be wrong in obey- 
ing. 

Verse 12—“Then asked they him, 
What man is that... ?” It is quite 
probable that these religionists knew 
the identity of the great healer, and 
hence their question was _ insincere. 
Their desire was to discredit Jesus in 
the eyes of the man. It is significant 
that their question does not concern 
the source of the miracle, but rather 
the infraction of their traditions. Thus 
they betray their bigotry. 

Verse 13.—“‘And he that was healed 
wist not who it was: for Jesus had 
conveyed himself away...” The Lord 
had disappeared among the crowd that 
was in that general area, and hence 


the healed man had not really got to 
know Him. 

Verse 14.—“Afterward Jesus findeth 
him in the temple, and said unto him, 
Behold, thou art made whole: sin no 
more, lest a worse thing come unto 
thee.” It is noteworthy that the cured 
man was found in the Temple and not 
at home. He had not been there for 
thirty-eight years. Perhaps he went 
there to give God thanks, and thus it 
was that Christ found him. 

The Lord’s remark is directed to the 
man’s conscience, and it clearly sug- 
gests that his illness had been the 
result of sin somewhere in his life. Cer- 
tain sins can produce terrible conse- 
quences for us in this life, as well as 
carrying with them eternal conse- 
quences. 

Verse 15.—“‘The man . . told the 
Jews that it was Jesus, which had 
made him whole.” His reason for his 
reporting back to the religious officials 
may have rested in his desire that 
they also should recognize that his ben- 
efactor was a real prophet. 


Verse 16—“And therefore did the 
Jews persecute Jesus, and sought to 
slay him, because he had done these 
things on the sabbath day.” The in- 
formation brought only a violent out- 
burst of rage against the Lord. These 
leaders cared hothing that one of their 
own nation—one who should have been 
the object of their care and pity—had 
been perfectly cured. Their murderous 
hate was directed against Jesus because 
He had violated their religious con- 
vention, and this constituted a serious 
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threat to their position and prestige. 

Verse 17.—“But Jesus answered them, 
My Father worketh hitherto, and I 
work.” The word “hitherto” is better 
rendered, “even until now” (see-A.S.V.), 
or, “is still working” (Amplified New 
Testament). The point of the remark 
lies in the fact that, although God did 
briefly .rest when creation was com- 
pleted, ‘that rest was a brief one (see 
Gen. 2:2, 3). Sin entered, and this 
disturbed the Holy One and brought 
action. From that moment until the 
crucifixion and resurrection of Jesus 
Christ, God had no real sabbath, as it 
were. There could be none for Him 
so long as the sin question remained 
unsettled. On the contrary, He was 
working. But so was the Son; both 
Father and Son were active. 


Verse 18.—“Therefore the Jews sought 
the more to kill him, because he not 
only had broken the sabbath, but said 
also that God was his Father, making 
himself equal with God.” This remark 
of the Lord’s only served to further 
infuriate His accusers. By stating that 
God was His Father (or “his own Fa- 
ther,” A.S.V.), He was plainly claiming 
equality. Acting as the Father’s fel- 
low workman, Christ was equally com- 
petent. The hearers were perfectly 
correct in their conclusion, but per- 
fectly wrong in their attitude of hatred. 

Verse 19.—“‘Then answered Jesus ... 
The Son can do nothing of himself, but 
what he seeth the Father do: for what 
things soever he doeth, these also doeth 
the Son likewise.” This amazing state- 
ment declares both the full dependence 
of the Son and yet at the same time 
His full equality with the Father. What 
a paradox! The Lord Jesus never acted 
on His own; He never moved in in- 
dependence. And yet the very deeds 
that He saw the Father perform He 
did likewise. No mere man in pos- 
session of his senses would dare make 
such a claim. 

Verse 20.—“For the Father loveth the 
Son, and sheweth him all things that 
himself doeth: and he will shew him 
greater works than these, that ye may 
marvel.” The infinite love of the Fa- 
ther to His Son makes impossible any 
secrets between them. The Son shares 
all of the plans. But even greater 
deeds lie in the future, and when these 
are accomplished these very men would 
witness them with fresh amazement. 

Verse 21.—“For as the Father raiseth 
up the dead ... even so the Son quick- 
eneth whom he will.” This is one of 
the “greater works” (v. 20) that lie in 
the future. Now, only God can give 
life. And here the Lord Jesus most 
emphatically asserts His full deity by 
the claim to both communicate life and 
also to select those who were to receive 
it. 

Verse 22—‘“For the Father judgeth 
no man, but hath committed all judg- 
ment unto the,Son.” Another of the 
greater works is that of judgment. In 
fact, the ability to raise the dead im- 
plies the authority to judge them. The 
Father has given the Son such au- 
thority, and His judicial pronounce- 
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Last Week’s Lesson 


4. January 22.—‘“Is Not This the 
Christ?” John 4 


Next Week’s Lesson 
6. February 5.—The True Bread. .......... John 6 











ments will be definitive, just, and final. 


Verse 23.—“That all men should hon- 
our the Son, even as they honour the 
Father. He that honoureth not the Son 
honoureth not the Father which hath 
sent him.” The reason for this most 
complete concord in these divine ac- 
tivities is in view of the Son’s receiving 
of full and equal honors with the Fa- 
ther. To refuse this is to dishonor the 
Father Himself. 

What a powerful rebuke is this to 
those who today would degrade our 
Lord to the level of a creature! 


Verse 24.—“Verily, verily, I say unto 
you, He that heareth my word, and 
believeth on him that’-sent me, hath 
everlasting life, and shall not come into 
condemnation: but is passed from 
death unto life.” To hear the voice of 
Jesus means to accept Him and all of 
His claims. To believe means to rely 
on the God who sent His Son to die for 
our sins. This act and attitude issues 
in our receiving of eternal life here 
and now. And because the Judge is for 
us, He can never condemn. Further- 
more, we at once pass out of the sphere 
of spiritual death into spiritual life. 
And all of this is guaranteed by Christ’s 
double “verily,” or “truly.” 


The Heart of the Lesson 


The challenge of the _ religionists 
served to provide our Lord with a 
tremendous opportunity to declare pre- 


- cisely the nature of His person and His 


work. The hatred of the Jews who 
were even then thirsting for His blood 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By C. Ernest Tatham 


HY was the multitude of impo- 
tent folk waiting by the pool of 

Bethesda? 

2. How long had this impotent man 
been there? 

3. How did the healed man prove 
that he was really cured? 

4. What day of the week is the Sab- 
bath? . 

5. What had both God the Father 
and the Son been doing up to that time? 

6. After the impotent man _ was 
healed where did the Lord Jesus find 
him? 

7. For what two reasons did the 
Jews try to kill the Lord Jesus? 

8. Who, besides the Father, raises 
the dead? 

9. What should be the measure of 
our honor of the Son of God? 

10. If we hear the Lord Jesus and be- 


lieve on God who sent Him, what do 
we receive? 


(Answers on page 37) 








is in sharpest contrast to the perfect 
poise and self-control of Jesus. Calmly 
He asserts His claims. 

Christ’s words here are utterly - pro- 
found. They are either true or they 
are not true. If they are not true, then 
He was either an arch deceiver or in- 
sane. But His supernatural deeds all 
testify to the absolute truth of His 
great declarations. 

Included in these claims is one of 
fullest equality with God the Father. 
As such He merits equal honor. At 
the same time, however, He has vol- 
untarily taken the place of the subject 
and obedient one, never at any time 
acting on His own independent initia- 
tive.- Because He is the special object 
of the Father’s love, He has received 
the full unfolding of the Father’s plans, 
and He is the one who will ultimately 
both raise and judge the dead. 

If men will hear and heed Him as 
thus revealed, and will trustingly com- 
mit themselves to Him, eternal life will 
become theirs immediately. 


Outline of the Lesson 


1. The cure of the impotent (John 5: 
1-9) 

2. The controversy over the Sabbath 
(vv. 10-18) 

3. The claims of the Lord Jesus (vv. 
19-47) 


Topics for Development 


Christ and the Sabbath. The Sab- 
bath, or the seventh day, had originally 
marked God’s rest (Gen. 2:2, 3). On it 
He ceased working, for His work of 
creation was completed. Sin, however, 
had subsequently entered the scene, and 
had marred everything, interrupting the 
divine rest, and making it necessary 
for God to resume His work. In fact, 
He had been working up to that very 
moment. 

The Lord Jesus. Christ adds to this 
statement that He, too, had been at 
work. And this immediately aroused 
the hostility of His Jewish hearers, for 
they rightly concluded that this as- 
sertion placed Jesus on an equality 
with God—a matter of blasphemy, in 
their opinion. In confirmation of this 
claim that He and the Father were 
blessedly active in undoing sin’s dam- 
age, the Lord had just performed the 
miracle of healing on the Sabbath Day. 
On another occasion He had reminded 
His hearers that “the sabbath was made 
for man, and not man for the sabbath” 
(Mark 2:27). And if they would not 
hesitate to haul a sheep out of a pit on 
that day, how ridiculous their incon- 
sistency in criticizing the Lord for to- 
tally healing a man on the Sabbath! 
(See Matt. 12: 10-12.) 

But the greatest of all claims came 
with the declaration that He—Jesus 
Christ—was Lord of the Sabbath (Matt. 
12:8). This meant that He was supe- 
rior to it, and that His use of it was al- 
together a matter of His sole authority. 

Being intimately associated with Is- 
rael and the whole legal system (see 
Exod. 20:8; 35:2, 3), it is significant that 
the Saviour lay in the grave through- 
out the Sabbath, and that He arose 
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from the dead on the first day of the 
week. Thus the first day marks the 
new dispensation of the grace of God, 
based on a completed redemption and 
a risen Christ. 

Furthermore, the Holy Spirit, whose 
presence and indwelling further dis- 
tinguishes this present age, came from 
Heaven on the first day of the week— 
the Day of Pentecost (Acts 2). 


Practical Applications 

It is significant that the Lord Jesus 
commanded the Bethesda paralytic not 
only to rise from his bed, but also to 
carry it. In obeying, the healed man 
demonstrated to all the completeness 
of his healing. 

That pallet had been the sign of his 
impotence. Now it becomes the sign 
of his strength. It had carried him. 
Now he carries it! 

In his preconversion days the Chris- 
tian was strengthless against certain 
vices and temptations. They were his 
conquerors. He was their victim. But 
when Christ became Saviour and Lord 
he was not only forgiven his guilty past, 
but he received the Holy Spirit as his 
empowerer. By acknowledging his own 
utter helplessness, and by his commit- 
ting his all to Christ, the mighty power 
of the indwelling Spirit became avail- 
able, making him “free from the law of 
sin and death” (Rom. 8:2). 

No longer is the Christian a victim; 
he is now a victor, for Jesus Christ 
“breaks the power of cancelled sin, He 
sets the prisoner free.” 

The habit to which the believer was 
once a slave is now conquered. That 
appetite for liquor, that profane tongue, 
that ungovernable temper—these are 
now gone, and he triumphs. 


Golden Text 

John 5:24.—‘Verily, verily, I say unte 
you, He that heareth my word, and 
believeth on him that sent me, hath 
everlasting life, and shall not come 
into condemnation: but is passed from 
death unto life.”- This glorious state- 
ment makes simple and clear God’s 
way of salvation. It is a chain of five 
golden links, and these are evident in 
the text. But let us remember that 
hearing implies heeding, and believing 
implies committal. 


To you, my friends, who are not saved, 
Like me in days of yore; 

Get this word on your heart engraved— 
John five and twenty-four. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 


By Tom M. Olson 


“It is the sabbath day: it is not law- 
ful for thee to carry thy bed” (1 John 
5:10). —It certainly was lawful; or the 
Lord of the Sabbath would never have 
instructed the man to do it. 
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The Lord Jesus was born “under the 
law” (Gal. 4:4) and lived under the 
dispensation of Law. All the divine 
restrictions against working on the Sab- 
bath were in effect; but making a man 
every whit whole was not one of them. 

The Lord Jesus came to fulfill the 
Law and its shadows. In His life, 
death, and resurrection He perfectly 
fulfilled the Law and the Sabbath, 
which was a shadow. Now we are in- 
structed to “let no one sit in judgment 
on you in matters of food and drink, or 
with regard to a feast day or a new 
moon or a Sabbath. Such [things] are 
only: the shadow of things that are to 
come, and they have only a symbolic 
value. But the reality—the substance, 
the solid fact of what is foreshadowed, 
the body of it—belongs to Christ” (Col. 
2:16, 17; Amplified N. T.). 

I think it is something worse than 
stupidity for a persen to tell me—as 
has been done—that I have “the mark 
of the beast” because I prefer the first 
day of the week to the seventh. 

The beast of Revelation 13 has not 
as yet been manifested. And, accord- 
ing to 2 Thessalonians 2, he will not be 
fully revealed until the true Church 
has been gathered together to Christ 
in the air. Hence, no one has his 
mark today. No one knows what his 
mark is to be. : 

The seventh-day Sabbath was the 
memorial of the finished work of Christ 
in creation; but the first day of the 
week is the memorial of His finished 
work in redemption, and His resur- 
rection. 

“He ... said unto me, Take up thy 
bed, and walk” (John 5:11).—The man 
who had been made whole had a ready 
answer for his destructive critics. The 
man who had the power to heal him 
of his long-standing illness by speaking 
seven monosyllables, “Rise, take up thy 
bed, and walk,” was worthy to be 
obeyed! 

When a person has been made whole 
of his transgressions, iniquities, and un- 
rest (Isa. 53:5), he should be prepared 
to give a “Thus saith the Lord” to all 
who accuse him of violating human 
tradition (Matt. 15:9; 1 Pet. 3:15). 

“And therefore did the Jews perse- 
cute Jesus .. .” (John 5:16).—What a 
surprise the man made whole must 
have received, if he ever learned that 
it was his testimony that led to the 
plot to persecute and kill the One who 
healed him; and also to the most mar- 
velous revelation of the full deity of 
the Son of God! 

Believers are to be witnesses unto 
the Lord Jesus Christ (Acts 1:8), and 
only eternity will reveal the full results 
of our testimonies. 

“My Father worketh hitherto, and I 
work” (John 5:17).—He who taught His 
disciples to say, “Our Father,” never 
used that expression in His prayers. 
He always said: “Father” or “my Fa- 
ther,” or “Holy Father,” or “righteous 
Father” (see John 17). He stood in a 
different relationship to the Father 
than did the disciples. 

Oh, the wonder then of the first mes- 


sage from His open tomb: “. . . go ‘to 


my brethren . . . I ascend unto my 
Father, and your Father; and to my 
God, and your God” (John 20:17). What 
an intimate relationship He has brought 
believers into since His resurrection! 

“He ... said also that God was his 
Father, making himself equal with 
God” (John 5:18).—For once, least, 
the Jews properly interpret our 
Lord’s words. Equality with God was 
exactly what He meant to convey to 
them—for He is “equal with God” 
(Phil. 2:6). But, of course, they did 
not believe His claim. It served only 
to intensify their desire and determi- 
nation to kill Him. 

“... The Son can do nothing of him- 
self .. .” (John 5:19).—The Son is so 
wholly one with the Father (John 10: 
30) that He can do nothing independ- 
ent of the Father. In fact, He said: 
“the Father that dwelleth in Me, He 
doeth the works” (John 14:10). In 
Christ “dwelleth all the fulness of the 
Godhead bodily” (Col. 2:9). Conse- 
quently, He can do everything the Fa- 
ther does! 

“That all men should honour the Son, 
even as they honour the Father .. .” 
(John 5:23).—A man who called at 
my home while I was away told my 
wife that although his religious group 
does not acknowledge Jesus as “Mighty 
God,” they still honor him by admitting 
he is “a god.” 

Such (dis) honor is not honoring Him 
“even as they honour the Father”—hence 
it is not acceptable. 

“Verily, verily, I say unto you... 
(John 5:24).—Of all the texts that I 
knew the night I was saved, this is the 
one that helped me most. I call it “a 
verse of wonders.” Consider them. Be- 
lieve them. Rejoice in them! 

Wawona, CALIF. 

















From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SuGcEsSTEeD HYMNS 


“Praise Him! Praise Him!” 
“QO What a Saviour, That He Died for Me” 
“Let Jesus Come Into Your Heart” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Merci- 
ful Father, whose patience with sinners 
is a constant wonder, we thank Thee 
for Thy forbearance with us and ask 
Thee to help us show our gratitude by 
a life yielded to Thy control. Bless our 
study of this lesson and use the work 
of all who give out Thy Word in this 
and other lands that Thy purposes of 
love may be carried out. Control in 
all the outworking of history in our 
time that it may appear that Thy King- 
dom ruleth over all. Help and comfort 
the sick, sorrowing, and afflicted, and 
may all who reap the consequences of 
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their own sins repent and find Thy 
mercy. Guide us through this week 
and strengthen us to overcome tempta- 
tion and to do Thy will. Make us 
lovingly thoughtful of one another and 
keep us ever hearing and heeding Thy 
Word in trust and obedience, for Jesus’ 
sake. Amen. 


After the Lesson—Our Golden Text 
today is an important verse to memo- 
rize. But also we need to understand 
it. Notice it requires two things of us 
and promises two blessings to those 
who meet the requirements. 

It requires us to hear Christ’s Word 
and to believe on God as having sent 
the Lord Jesus. Hearing here means 
more than just listening. It means 
hearing and heeding Christ by trustful 
obedience to His Word. Eastern sheep 
hear their shepherd’s voice with recog- 





wo Hee HIS WORD 











nition and obedience, but turn a deaf 
ear to others. We, too, should be deaf 
to those who would lead us away from 
our Lord while ever giving Him at- 
tentive ears and ready obedience. Do- 
ing this we shall be believing on God 
as having sent the Saviour. Hearing 
Christ and believing on His Father are 
two sides of the same thing. Trust- 
fully following Christ, we put faith in 
the Father who is one with the Son in 
working to save us. 

Note now the two blessings that fol- 
low our hearing Christ. We receive 
everlasting life and we are freed from 
facing God in judgment as condemned 
ones. The text says we have everlast- 
ing life and shall not come into con- 
demnation. Here again are two sides 
of the same thing, two parts of Chris- 
tian salvation. Salvation releases us 
from divine judgment on sin and gives 
us everlasting life instead. Do you 
want to be sheltered from God’s judg- 
ment upon rebellious sinners? Do you 
want to have eternal life? Both bless- 
ings will be yours if you will hear 
Christ’s Word and trust the Father who 
sent the Lord Jesus to save us. 
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My Teen-Age Class 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


IRST we will memorize John 1:5. 
Today’s lesson illustrates’ this 
verse. : 

Those of you who did last week’s 
homework know the story of the help- 
less man at the pool of Bethesda. Let 
us have a volunteer tell it now. 

How did Jesus get this man’s atten- 
tion? (He asked him a question.) This 
is a good way to get someone’s atten- 
tion. The man immediately explained 
to Jesus how much he needed help. 
He must have seen the compassion in 
the face of Christ when He kindly.said, 
“Wilt thou be made whole?” No doubt 
he hoped that Jesus would be willing 


to lift him into the pool first, the next 
time it was troubled. But the Lord 
did more for him than that. What did 
He do? (Healed him immediately.) 
This is a little picture of what takes 
place when we come to Christ. We 
come wanting to be saved from hell, 
but great as that is, the Lord does 
more for us than that. Look at “what 
He did for this helpless man: his bed 
that he had lain on day and night for 
thirty-eight years was the sign of his 
helplessness. When the Lord told him 
to pick it up and carry it, the emblem 
of his weakness became the emblem 
of his new strength! When we come 
to Christ for salvation, He gives us 
eternal life. Then He gives us the 
strength to carry our burdens and adds 
countless other blessings we had not 
even dreamed of. 

You would think that everyone who 
saw this miracle would have been de- 
lighted that this man was healed, but 
not so. They immediately found fault 
with him for carrying his bedroll on 
the Sabbath. He put the blame on the 
One who had healed him, not knowing 
who Jesus was. 

Afterward Jesus found him in the 
Temple, and gave him a command and 
a warning. What was it? (“Behold, 
thou art made whole: sin no more, lest 
a worse thing come unto thee.”) We 
do not read that the Lord said any- 
thing like that to the Samaritan 
woman. She was plainly born again, 
so her new nature would make her 
hate sin. But there is nothing to show 
that this man had a new nature. His 
body was healed, but apparently his 
soul was not. There is no record that 
he brought anyone else to Jesus. After 
meeting Jesus the second time, he went 
to tell the Jews that it was Jesus who 
had healed him. Did he not know that 
the Jews hated Jesus? 

What does verse 16 say was the result 
of this miracle on the Jews? (They 
persecuted Jesus and wanted to kill 
Him.) Truly the Light shone in the 
darkness, and the darkness compre- 
hended it not! 

When Jesus healed that man on the 
Sabbath, did He know that this would 
make the Jews hate Him more than 
ever? (Yes.) When our Saviour de- 
termined to save our souls, He knew 
the awful cost, yet He paid it willingly! 
Read verses 17, 18. The Jews became 
even more angry because our Lord 
spoke as if He were equal with God. 
He had laid aside His glory when He 
came to earth, and had taken the po- 
sition of servant before God, but He 
was equal with God. 

Read verses 19-24 and then we will 
list some of the things that prove that 
He is equal with God: (1) He does 
whatever the Father does, (2) He raises 
the dead as the Father does, (3) He 
executes the judgment of the Father, 
(4) He is to receive equal honor with 
the Father. 

The Jews who hated Jesus thought 
they were honoring God by their re- 
ligious worship, but they were not. No 
one can dishonor God more than by 
rejecting His Son. 
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What is your attitude toward God 
the Son? If you are rejecting Him, 
you will meet the same doom as these 
Jews did, who hated Jesus. 

Some years ago a boy in this class, 
named John, was saved through John 
5:24. After that, he quoted it on every 
possible occasion, so the others nick- 
named him John 5:24.- Then a girl in 
our class was saved through this same 
verse! I had said to the class, “You 
have heard God’s word. Do you be- 
lieve that God sent His Son into this 
world to die for our sins? She said 
right out loud, “I do believe.” Right 
then, she passed from death unto life! 
Both these young people now have 
families of their own, and they want — 
every member of their families saved . 
through the Saviour God has sent. 

This week please read John 6 and 
find out what article of food is the 
theme of the chapter. Write in your 
own words why you think Jesus said, 
“I am the bread of life.” What was 
He teaching when He said this? 


FERNDALE, WASH. 
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This Week’s Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 35) 


1. They were waiting until the time 
when the waters were believed to be 
curative. ; 

2. Thirty-eight years. 

He took up his bed and walked. 
. Saturday, or the seventh day. 

. Working (v.17). 

. In the Temple. 

. Because they thought He broke 


. the Sabbath, and because they thought 


He was blaspheming. 
8. The Lord Jesus (v. 21). 
9. As we honor the Father (v. 23). 
10. Everlasting life. 
WEsT PaLm BEACH, FLA. 





For Junior Teachers 


By Ruth E. Dow 


Jesus Helps a Sick Man 
(John 5:2-9, 14, 15) 
WELL-EDUCATED teacher, a bad 
woman coming for water, a help- 
less invalid (a picture of each may be 
used)—the Lord had something just 
right for each of them. What did He 
teach the teacher? What did He give 
the bad woman? What could He do 
for a helpless invalid who had been 
sick for thirty-eight years? 

Can you picture the scene? A pool 
of water filled by a spring—every once 
in a while the water comes bubbling 
up, filling the pool with fresh water 
bearing chemicals that are good for 
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health. Around the pool five open 
sheds or porches have been built to 
keep the sun and rain off the many sick 
people who sit or lie on their mats 
around the pool. When the water be- 
gins to bubble, everyone tries to crawl 
down into the pool to be the first one 
in. Some have friends who help them 
along, or carry them. Only the first 
one in expects to get really well. The 
others hopelessly crawl back to their 
mats. It may be that God really sends 
an invisible angel from Heaven to stir 
up the pool and bring a miraculous 
cure, as people believe. (Or, since 
both the Hebrew and Greek words for 
“angel” mean also an earthly messen- 
ger, God may have used the natural 
messenger of the intermittent, medic- 
inal spring to do His will, just as He 
uses natural medicinal means in heal- 
ing now. See Psa. 104:4, A.S.V.: “Who 
maketh winds his messengers [trans- 
lated “angels” in K.J.V.]; Flames of fire 
his ministers”; and 147:15-18; 148:8.) 
Let us read the story in John 5:5-9. 

There is much more to the story. 
You can read it for yourself in John 5. 
Later the Lord found the man in the 
Temple and warned him, “Don’t keep 
on doing wrong, or you will be even 
worse off than you were before!” As 
you read, you will find men, religious 
men, too, who would not believe in the 
Lord Jesus in spite of all His miracles 
and His words that proved to them 


who He was. Again He held out His 
offer: “Verily, verily, I say unto you, 
He that heareth my word, and be- 
lieveth on him that sent me, hath ever- 
lasting life, and shall not come into 
condemnation; but is passed from death 
unto life’ (John 5:24, Golden Text). 
You know what it is to be sure of 
passing into the next grade at school. 
Are you sure of passing to the next 
life in Heaven? 

The Lord always has just the help, 
too, that we need for troubles on earth. 
Do you need to get well of such sin- 
sickness as lying, hateful words, dis- 
obedience? (Eph. 4:25, 29, 31; 6:1-3.) 
I have heard of a Christian woman 
who went to her minister and wanted 
to know what to do about her terrible 
temper. “I can’t help it; I was born 
that way,” she said. The minister wrote 
down a verse for her. What do you 
suppose it was? Do you remember 
when Moses led his people out of Egypt, 
there did not seem to be any possible’ 
way to escape from the Egyptian army 
that was chasing after them? God’s 
promise then was what the minister 
wrote down for the woman: “The 
Egyptians whom ye have seen to day, 
ye shall see them again no more for 
ever” (Exod. 14:13). The Lord took 
care of her temper when she left it to 
Him, just as He took care of those 
Egyptians! Remember what happened 
to them? And just as He took care of 


the helpless invalid’s sickness! Three 
weeks later the minister received a 
check for the church and a note that 
said, “A thank offering for a drowned 
Egyptian.” But I am sure the Lord 
would warn her and you, as He did the 
man, not to let the sin-sickness in 
again. If you feel it coming, get to the 
Lord quick! 
Orono, MAINE. 
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Satan Read It.—Verily, verily, I say 
unto you, He that heareth my word, 
and believeth on him that sent me, 
hath everlasting life, and shall not come 
into condemnation; but is passed from 
death unto life (John 5:24, Golden 
Text). A famous preacher tells the 
story of a schoolboy who was brought 
to trust the Saviour through that won- 
derful verse, John 5:24. But when the 
boy got home and was sitting on a sofa 
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Announcing a winter cruise 1961 
\ West Indies - South America 


The suNDAY SCHOOL TIMEs will sponsor a 
Christian Fellowship winTER CRUISE-TOUR 
on the Canadian Pacific SS EMPRESS OF 
ENGLAND leaving New York January 30, 
, 1961. The cruise will be for 17 days and 
include calls at St. Thomas, Fort-de-France, 
La Gyaira, Curagao, Cartagena, Cristobal, 
Kingston, and Port-au-Prince. Sight-seeing 
arrangements will be completed for this 
group at the Ports of Call. Mr. Harry J. 
Jaeger, a Director of the Sunday School 
Times will conduct this group. Mr. and 








throughout. 


Mrs. Jaeger will accompany the tour 


Write for itinerary and rates: Sunday 
School Times Co., Mr. Harry J. Jaeger, 325 
North 13th Street, Philadelphia 5, Penna. 
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in a room by himself, Satan began to 
tempt him to think it was all a mis- 
take, and that Jesus had not really 
saved him at all. At length the temp- 
tation became so fierce that the boy 
said it seemed as though Satan was 
actually under the sofa talking to him. 
For a while the young Christian did 
not know how to answer Satan; but 
then he thought of an idea. Opening 
his pocket Bible, he placed his finger 
at John 5:24, and reached it under the 
sofa, and said, “There you are, Satan, 
read it for yourself!” The boy said it 
seemed as if that moment the Devil 
disappeared.—From The Sunday School 
Times. Sent by Martin M. Hyzer, 
Andes, N. Y. Prize illustration. 


Violate Quietly.—It is the sabbath 
day: it is not lawful for thee to carry 
thy bed (John 5:10). Speaking in Lon- 
don, Canon Ottley told the following 
story as illustrating some folks’ idea 
of keeping the Sabbath. A Scotsman, 
one Sunday, went into his back yard 
to mend a barrow. The loud banging 
which accompanied the driving in of 
the nails brought his wife to the door. 
“Donald, Donald, what are you about 
on the Sabbath?” “I tell ye, I must 
mend the barrow. I want to use it,” 
answered her husband. “Ye must not. 


What’ll the neighbors say? Or, if ye 
do, ye must use screws. It’s the Lord’s 
Day.”—Sent by J. W. Philp, Rabun 


Gap, Ga. 


Lie in It or Carry It?—He that made 
me whole, the same said unto me, Take 
up thy bed, and walk (John 5:11). 
Two girls were overheard speaking 
about a sermon they had heard in 
London. One of the girls said of the 
preacher, “I heard him preach once, 
and I shall never forget one thing he 
said. It gave me a big lift.” The other 
girl asked her what it was that the 
preacher had said. She replied that 
what he had said was this, “The world 
will always say, ‘You made your bed 
and must lie in it’; but One greater than 
the world has said, ‘Take up thy bed 
and walk. Thy sins are forgiven.’”— 
From Choice Gleanings Calendar. Sent 
by Grace Robinson, Topeka, Kans. 


Sufferers Hidden.—What man is that 
which said unto thee, Take up thy bed, 
and walk? (John 5:12.) It is said that 
when the beautiful Marie Antoinette 
was on her way to Paris to become 
Queen of the French, orders were given 
that all sick and crippled ones should 
be kept away from the roads on which 
she was to pass, that she might not be 
troubled by sights of suffering. But 
no such commands were given when 
Jesus was to pass along any road: On 
the other hand, the waysides were al- 
ways thronged with sufferers, who came 
or were brought by their friends in the 
hope that they might be healed—From 
Harold F. Sayles. Sent by Albert My- 
gatt, Blue Springs, Nebr. 


Incomplete Picture.—Afterward Jesus 
findeth him in the temple, and said 
unto him, Behold, thou art made whole: 
sin no more, lest a worse thing come 
unto thee (John 5:14). The story is 


told of an artist who had in his mind 
the conception of a great picture. He 
stretched his vast canvas and prepared 
his paint. He painted with great 
sweeps of his brush as he put in the 
background. Day after day, he would 
walk back and forth, putting a daub 
of gray here, a daub of blue there, .and 
some black there. One day he came 
down: from the scaffolding to look at 
what he had done. He kept moving 
back, back, back. A visitor had come 
in unnoticed. As the artist moved 
backward, he bumped into the stranger. 
Said the artist, “I didn’t know you 
were here. When did you come in? 
What do you think of the picture? It 
is going to be the masterpiece of my 
life. Isn’t it magnificent?” The other 
said, “I don’t see anything there but 
great daubs of paint!” “Oh,” said the 
artist, “I forgot. You can see only 
what is there, while I see the picture 
as it is going to be!” The blessed Lord 
Jesus sees. us aS we are going to be 
when we awaken with His likeness. 
Then we shall be like Him, for we 
shall see Him as He is!—From H. A. 
Ironside. Sent by the late M. Irene 
Jury. 


He Knew the Urgency.—And there- 
fore did the Jews persecute Jesus, and 
sought to slay him, because he had 
done these things on the sabbath day 
(John 5:16). George M. Mackie, in an 
article in THe SunpDAy ScHooL. TIMEs, 
told the following: Some time ago 
when studying this incident in the He- 
brew New Testament with a class of 
Jewish schoolboys, I asked them what 
they thought about Christ’s action. One 
boy said that as the man’s infirmity 
had likely been of long standing, he 
could easily have waited one day more. 
Another said it would have saved trou- 
ble if Jesus had deferred the cure until 
the next day. A third maintained that 
there had been no infringement of the 
Sabbath law because the act of heal- 
ing had not involved any manual oper- 
ation. Finally the discussion was 
broken up by the question of a blind 
boy of the class—What would you have 
preferred if you had had an infirmity 
for thirty and eight years?—Adapted 
from The Sunday School Times. Sent 
by the Rev. W. P. Shelley, Sunbury, 
Pa. 


Final Preparation—Then answered 
Jesus and said unto them, Verily, verily, 
I say unto you, The Son can do nothing 
of himself, but what he seeth the Father 
do: for what things soever he doeth, 
these also doeth the Son likewise (John 
5:19). A minister was invited by a 
great Christian surgeon to witness a 
complex operation. As the surgeon 
went through the preparation for the 
operation, scrubbing his hands, putting 
on a sterile gown and rubber gloves, 
he seemed confident but a little tense. 
“All set?” asked the minister. “Not 
yet, but almost,” replied the surgeon. 
Bowing his head for a moment, the 
great doctor prayed silently! Then, 
calm and relaxed, he led the way to 
the operating room. During the oper- 
ation he worked with consummate skill. 


January 14, 1961 (Lesson for January 29) 


‘done, if the gospel is not 








WILLIAM CULBERTSON 
President of Moody Bible Institute 
speaks on the fundamentals 
of the faith. 


MISSIONS 


“The supreme purpose for which the Lord 
has left His Church here on earth is the 
mais of men everywhere with His gos- 
pe 

“In the carrying out of this purpose of 
God, the Church has utilized various meth- 
ods and means. The danger has always 
been that in the use of what may be called 
secondary means, the primary purpose will 
be forgotten. So on many occasions mis- 
sions has degenerated into humanitarian- 
ism: ng to do , to help people—all 
of which 1 is quite le; gitimate, but forgetting 
man’s spiritual ae 

“Let us be sure that whatever we have 
y and power- 
fully preached, we are not fulfilling God’s 
command. While some may have to give 
a large portion of their time to such serv- 
ices as education, medicine, and agricul- 
ture, these things have their importance in 
providing the opportunities for the presen- 
tation Z the Lord Jesus Christ and His 
gospel. And, to be most effective, such a 
presentation ‘ought to be done, at least in 
part, by the educator, the doctor or nurse, 
the agriculturalist. 

“In the missionary activity of the Church, 
there is no substitute for devoted commit- 
ment to the great doctrines of real Chris- 
tianity, warm love for the souls of men, 
clear testimony as to the gospel, godly living 
as an example; in short, there is no substi- 
tute for a dedicated and taught Christian 
full of the Holy Spirit. 

_ “God’s purpose for His people is a mis- 
sionary purpose.” 

Every Christian should have a copy of 
William Culbertson’s book God’s Provision 
for Holy Living, a happy blending of Bible 
study and practical ol chouienan, 112 pages, 
paper bound. For your copy, write 
Moody Bible Institute, Dept. S-1-872, 820 
N. LaSalle Street, Chicago 10, Illinois. 





PEWS, PULPIT & CHANCEL 
FURNITURE 
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AND LOW DIRECT PRICES 
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To the one American in four who does not drink, we are 
pleased and proud to offer the Gold Star Total Abstainers Hos- 
pitalization Policy, which will pay you $100 a week in cash, from 
your first day in the hospital, and will continue paying as long as 
you are there, even for life! 


If you do not drink and are carrying ordinary hospitalization 
insurance, you are of course helping to pay for the accidents and 
hospital bills of those who do drink. Alcoholism is now our nation’s 
No. 3 health problem, ranking immediately behind heart disease 
and cancer! Those who drink have reduced resistance to infection 
and are naturally sick more often and sick longer than those who 
do not drink. Yet their insurance—UNTIL NOW—cost the same 
as yours. NOW with the Gold Star Plan, your rates are based on 
the SUPERIOR HEALTH RECORDS of Non-Drinkers! Why 
should you help pay for the hospitalization of those who ruin their 
health by drink? Gold Star rewards you instead of penalizing you 
for not drinking! 


Now, for the first time, you can get the newest and most modern 
type of hospitalization coverage at an unbelievably low rate because 
the Gold Star Policy is offered only to non-drinkers. With this policy, 
you receive $100 a week in cash, from the first day and as long as 


Christian Leaders say — 


DR. HYMAN APPELMAN, International Evangelist: 
“God was gracious enough to use me to lead Arthur De 
Moss to the Lord Jesus Christ. I have known him inti- 
mately. He is 100% trustworthy. He knows insurance 
backwards and forwards. When he O.K.’s a thing like the 
Gold Star Total Abstainers’ Plan, it is to be taken at full 
face value. Without any sort of reservation, I recommend 
it to everybody.” 


DR. ROBERT G. LEE, former Pastor, Bellevue Baptist 
Church, Memphis, Tenn., and three-time President South- 
ern Baptist Convention: 

“After looking over and reading what is said in the Gold 
Star Hospitalization Policy, I must say that it is the most 
unique and unusual and appealing policy I have ever heard 
of. For your part in making known to me this wonderful 
policy and the benefits thereof, I am, and shall be as long 
as I live, most grateful.” 


DR. WALTER L. WILSON, greatly-used conference 
speaker: 

“The program which has been initiated by my beloved 
friend, Arthur DeMoss, is a splendid one. He is a man 
of vision and integrity, and has undertaken a service which 
should prove to be a real blessing to large numbers of 
people. I am sure that the blessing of the Lord will be 
upon this effort, and I shall feel free to happily recom- 
mend it.” 


DR. LOUIS T. TALBOT, Chancellor, Bible Institute of 
Los Angeles: 

“I am happy unreservedly to commend this unusual insur- 
ance coverage. I secured it for myself as soon as I learned 
of its unique provisions, superior to any otherwise avail- 
able. I have unbounded confidence in the integrity and 
consecrated business ability of my good friend Arthur 
DeMoss with whom I have had happy association for a 
number of years.” 





PAYS $100 WEEKLY from FIRST DAY for 
NO WAITING PERIODS! 


NO MEDI 


you remain in the hospital! This money is paid you in cash to be 
used for rent, food, hospital or doctor bills—anything you wish. 
Your policy cannot be cancelled by the company no matter how 
long you remain in the hospital or how often you are sick. And 
the present low rate on your policy can never be raised simply 
because you get old, or have too many claims, but only in the 
event of a general rate adjustment up or down for all policyholders! 


One out of every seven people will spend some time in the 
hospital this year. Every day over 43,000 people enter the hospital 
—32,000 of these for the first time! No one knows whose turn will 
be next, whether yours or mine. But we do know that a fall on 
the stairs in your home, or on the sidewalk, or some sudden illness, 
or operation could put you in the hospital for weeks or months, 
and could cost thousands of dollars. 


How would you pay for a long siege in the hospital with costly 
doctor bills, and expensive drugs and medicines? Many folks lose 
their car, savings, even their home, and are sunk hopelessly in debt 
for the rest of their lives. We surely hope this won’t happen to you, 
but please don’t gamble! Remember, once the doctor tells you it is 
your turn to enter the hospital, it’s too late to buy coverage at 
any price. 


The Gold Star Plan Makes It Easy! 


With a Gold Star Total Abstainers Hospitalization Policy, you would 
receive $100 per week (or $14.29 daily) in cash, as long as you remain ia 
the hospital, if your hospital stay is less than one week, you still collect at the 
rate of $14.29 per day. Even if you are already covered by another policy, 
the Gold Star Plan will supplement that coverage, and will pay you directly, 
in addition to your present policy. 

This wonderful, generous protection costs only $4 a month for each adult, 
age 19 through 64, or $40 for twelve full months. For each child under 19, 
the rate is just $3 for a month’s ~— And for each adult of age é 
through 100, the premium is only onth. 

d, remember, with Gold Star, yy ‘NO-LIMIT Hospital Plan, there is 
no limit on how long you can stay in the hospital, no limit on the number of 
times you can collect (and the Company can never cancel your policy), and 
no limit on age! 


















and sen 
policy ' 
thank ti 
Mrs. EI 
you ver 


pneumo 
lently th 
pital. I 
that gav 
fest a b 
hilanth 

had tz 
Mr. Fre 
than a 1 
sary for 
I thank 
glad to | 


CHE 


e@ Guar: 

(Only 
@ Good 
ating 
the w 
Pays 
other | 
may < 
@ All be 

you ir 
@ No he 
essary 
No ag 


Oo 


- Pregnanc 
ization c 
_ Everythir 























THE WORLD MUTUAL HEALTH AND 
ACCIDENT INSURANCE COMPANY 


World Mutual has been operating since 1920, and has 
unimpeachable record of honesty, service, and integrity. By spect 
arrangement with DeMoss Associates, World Mutual has undef 
written this Gold Star Total Abstainers Hospitalization Policy. 


This plan offered exclusively by 
DE MOSS ASSOCIATES, Inc. 
VALLEY FORGE, PENNA. 
“Special Protection for Special People” 
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For Proof of Service and 
Reliability, Read These Letters: 


Mrs. N. L. Kolb, Rochester, New York—‘I am most grateful 
for the hospitalization I received through the DeMoss service 
to non-drinkers. It was the only insurance I found covering my 
age of 86 years. Almost before the ink was dry on the policy, 
I fell, cracked a bone in my leg, and received payment for every 
day I was in the hospital.” 

Mary Frances King, Huntingtown, Maryland—‘“I have been 
unfortunate in having to be in the hospital twice since I have 
had a policy with you. However, I have been very well pleased 
with the way you have settled my claim each time. A sincere 
thank you to DeMoss Associates.” 

Mr. & Mrs. Robert W. Nelson, Leicester, Massachusetts—‘‘We 
certainly appreciate your promptness in approving this claim 
and sending a check. We had long searched for this type of 
policy which would be adequate yet within our means. We 
thank the Lord ag a us to your ad in 
Mrs. Elizabeth E Berwyn, Illinois—“I wish to thank 
you very much for oiling my claim so promptly. It is very 
much appreciated and I will tell my friends about it.” 

Rev. Anton Darms, Zion, Illinois—‘‘When I took out this pol- 
icy, I had not the least idea that I would be in need of it so 
soon. I had been in good health for over nine years without a 
sick day; and I hoped that it would never be necessary to go 
to a hospital as I never had been in a hospital. This attack of 
pneumonia was a sudden surprise, but it came on me so vio- 
lently that I decided to be taken care of in our own Home Hos- 
pital. I thank God for the good Samaritan DeMoss Associates 
that gave magnificent help in this great time of need. You mani- 
fest a beautiful Christian spirit and I thank God for the great 
hilanthropic help that you have given me through the policy 
Fnad taken out. 

Fred G. Wilman, Tilton, New Hampshire—‘“It was less 
= a month after receiving our policy that it became neces- 
sary for Mrs. Wilman to have surgical treatment at the hospital. 
I thank you for your prompt settlement of my claim. I will be 
glad to recommend your Gold Star Plan.’ 


CHECK THESE REMARKABLE FEATURES: 
e@ Guaranteed renewable. @ Immediate coverage! Full 













(Only YOU can cancel) 

@ Good in any lawfully oper- 
ating ran anywhere in 
the world 

@ Pays in addition to any 
other hospital insurance you 
may carry. 

e All > pe directly to 

you in 

No aes _ ill nec- 

essary. 

No age limit. 


benefits go into effect noon 
of the day your policy is 
issued. 

@ No limit on the number of 
times you can collect. 

Pays whether you are in the 

hospital for only a day or 

two, or for many weeks, 

months, or even years! 

@ No policy fees or enroll- 
ment fees! 

@ Ten-day unconditional 
money-back guarantee! 


Only conditions not covered: 


Pregnancy; any act of war; pre-existing conditions; or hospital- 
ization caused by the use of alcoholic beverages or narcotics. 


_ Everything else IS covered! 


MHERE’S ALL YOU DO: 


10 Fill out application at right. 
Enclose in an envelope with 
your first payment. 

Mail to DeMoss Associates, 
Valley Forge, Pa. 


YOU WILL RECEIVE YOUR GOLD STAR POLICY 
PROMPTLY BY MAIL. NO SALESMAN WILL CALL. 
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FNON-DRINKERS 
|\AT REDUCED RATES 


to readers of SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 
I(KAMINATION! NO AGE LIMIT! NO SALESMEN! 
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WITH YOUR FIRST 


Additional Benefits 
Pays $2,000 cash for accidental death. 


Pays $2,000 cash for loss of one hand, one foot, sight of one eye. 
Pays $6,000 cash for loss of both eyes, or both hands, or both feet. 
Pays double the above amounts (up to $12,000) for specified travel 


accidents! 
Bank Reference: PEOPLES NATIONAL BANK 


RUSH COUPON NOW! 


TO ASSURE YOUR PROTECTION 
































APPLICATION TO SST-11 
World Mutual Health & Accident Ins. Co. of Penna. 
My name is 
Street or RD # 
City State 
Date of Birth: Month Day Year 


My occupation is 





My beneficiary is 





| also hereby apply for coverage for the members of my family listed below: 
NAME OF 


AGE 





Have you or any member above listed been disabled by either accident or illness or have ~ 
or they had medical advice or treatment or have you or they been advised to have a surgical 
operation in the last five years? Yes (1) No 1) 

If so, give details stating cause, date, name and address of attending physician and whether 
fully recovered 











| hereby certify that neither | nor any member above listed uses alcoholic beverages and | 
hereby apply to the World Mutual Health and Accident ins. Co. of Penna. for a policy based 
on the understanding that the policy applied for does not cover conditions originating prior to 
the date of insurance, and that the policy is issued solely and entirely in reliance upon the 
written answers to the foregoing questions. 


seesidccincaksney Getta: ceisex 
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| am enclosing the 
amount specified on 
the left for each per- 
son to be covered, 
with the understand- 
ing that | can return 
my policy within 10 
days if | am not com- 
pletely satisfied with 
it, and my entire 
premium will be 
promptly refunded. 
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Bible-contered | 
nd Seminary at Interd 


WHEATON COLLEGE 


Graduate School of Theology 


Established in 1937 


@ 3 year B.D. course for the Christian ministry 
@ 1 to 2 year M.A. programs in Old Testament, New Testa- 
ment, church history, theology, and Christian education 





ia Dr. Merrill C. Tenney, Dean 
Bor fie catalog giving WHEATON COLLEGE GRADUATE 
SCHOOL OF THEOLOGY 


offerings . 
Write Dept. ST11 WHEATON °« ILLINOIS 





In the Times, now in its 103rd Year, advertisers find an influential group 
of readers, and readers find a helpful group of dependable advertisements. 








TEACHER’S BEST FRIEND 
Concordia’s COMPLETE Vacation Bible School Courses 


NEW, IMAGINATIVE MATERIALS ! EXCLUSIVE NEW FILMSTRIPS! Pre- 
packaged Concordia VBS courses sweep away time-wasting detail 
work... put more pleasure in teaching. They come complete 
with all workbooks, art projects, teacher and superintendent 
manuals. Check these tested features: 


@ Theme—“Jesus, Our Savior.” 


@ Two-week courses for five age levels... pre-schoolers 
through junior high. 
© 10 Christ-centered lessons in each course. 


@ Marvelous choice of supplementary aids... invita- 
tion letters, certificates, buttons, posters, promotion 
materials. 


FULL-COLOR CORRELATED FILMSTRIP stories now available! 
Only Concordia has them! Powerful visual teaching 
that fascinates children. 


ING Get your sample kit at your book runs $3.95 





See Concordia ads 
in TIME magazine PUBLISHING HOUSE 


CONCORDIA PUBLISHING HOUSE « 3558 S. JEFFERSON ST. « ST. LOUIS 18, MO. 
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Afterward the minister said, “I was 
surprised at your praying before the 
operation. I thought a surgeon relied 
solely on his own ability.” “A surgeon 
is only human. He can’t work miracles 
by himself. I’m certain that science 
couldn’t have advanced as'far as it has 
were it not for something stronger than 
mere man. You see,” he concluded, “I 
feel so close to God when I am operat- 
ing that I don’t know where my skill 
leaves off and His begins!”—From Home 
Magazine. Sent by Martin M. Hyzer, 
Andes, N.Y. 


ve 


The Young People’s Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 


Sunday, January 29 


1. Into All the World Together 
(Matt. 28:18-20; Eph. 2:12-22) 


Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 

T WAS on February 2, 1881,.that Dr. 

Francis E. Clark organized the first 
Christian Endeavor Society, in Port- 
land, Maine. The week beginning with 
this Sunday, January 29, and continu- 
ing through next Sunday, February 5, 
will therefore be celebrated this year 
as Christian Endeavor Week—Youth 
Week, and the eightieth anniversary of 
Christian Endeavor. 


$8 


Next Sunday, which will be Christian 
Endeavor Day, the topic will be cen- 
tered around the special emphasis that 
Christian Endeavor has_ maintained 
down through the years of loyalty to 
and service in and for the individual 
church. This week, however, attention 
is directed to the world-wide challenge 
of making Christ known and the way 
in which individual Christian Endeavor 
Societies, with their fellowship and re- 
lationship with societies in all Christian 
denominations, can join in carrying out 
Christ’s Commission to the Christian 
church to go into all the world and 
preach the Gospel. 


ve 


One feature of this week’s meeting 
could well be a bird’s-eye view of the 
missionary program of your particular 
denomination, and an outline, perhaps 
with a world map, of the areas in 
which your denominational work is be- 
ing carried on. In what ways is your 
society sharing in this work? 


bd 


Attention should also be called to the 
fact that Christ’s Commission is to all 
disciples, not alone to the original 
Eleven (Matt. 28:18-26), but also to all 
that would believe on Him through 
their testimony (John 17:20, 21), and 
that all these are to be one in Him. 
Paul, in one of the Scripture portions 
chosen for this week, likens this one- 
ness to a building made up of indi- 
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vidual stones, all fitted together to form 
a temple or dwelling place of God (Eph. 
2: 12-22). 

Obviously, if any of the individual 
stones have not been prepared through 
saving faith in Christ and the work 
that He did on the cross (vv. 13, 16, 17), 
they cannot be a real part of the build- 
ing and cannot be fitted together with 
true believers. 

we 


The same principle can be seen in 
another simile that Paul uses in which 
he likens believers to parts of a phys- 
ical body (Eph. 4:15, 16). Here each 
individual is seen as fitted and tied to- 
gether by joints and ligaments to form 
a living body. Each part is a channel 
of supply through which the life of the 
. body flows to every other part. Here 
again it is obvious that if any member 
of the body did not have the life of 
Christ flowing through it, it would be- 
come a dead block and prevent the 
functioning of the body as a whole. 


bd 


To return to the former simile of a 
building that is the habitation of God, 
notice that the saints of old and’ the 
apostles are all part of the whole—the 
foundation stones as it were—with 
Christ as the Chief Cornerstone (Eph. 
2:20). Thus, believers in India, in 
China, in the South Seas, in Africa, in 
Europe, and in the Americas are all 
cemented together with the saints of 
old in a fellowship to present Christ 
to the world and to show to unbelievers 
and to those who have not yet heard 
what Christ is like and what He can do 
in a life that has been transformed 
through faith in Him. 


bd 


What impression of Christ do others 
receive as they look at you as an in- 
dividual stone, or as a group of stones 
that make up your particular society? 
Do they see beautiful and well-fitted 
and appropriate stones forming an ef- 
ficient part of the whole building, or do 
they see ill-fitted, ugly stones unsuited 
to adorn the Temple of God? 


PHILADELPHIA. 


Who Wrote the Bible? 
(Continued from page 27) 


the Lord.” But no one ever calls it the 
Letter of Tertius to the Romans. So it 
is with the Bible: God wrote it, though 
He employed human penmen. 

The most famous argument, outside 
the Bible, I have ever read on the di- 
vine authorship of the Bible, I found 
in an old book of mine dated 1835. The 
name of the framer of it is not given. 
Some say he was John Wesley; some 
give John Flavel as the framer of it. It 
is this: 

The Bible must be the invention 
either of good men or angels, bad men 
or devils, or of God. 

It could not be the invention of good 
men or angels, for they neither would 
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WINTER IS BITTER 


W KOREA 


THOUSANDS OF ORPHANS ARE HOMELESS AND HUNGRY 
Will You Sponsor One Or More For Only Pennies A Day? 





The ESEA is caring 
for over 6000 orphans, 
children of lepers and 
war widows. Over 6 
million meals are 
served each year. Many 
more children are in 
desperate need, home- 
less, ragged and hun- 
gry. Help us expand 
our 71 Homes. Each 
one is a real —— 
institution. All 

and Board he 
are earnest Bible- 
believing Christians. 
Will you help so that 
we may take many 
more children off the 
streets and into our 
Homes? Sponsors are 
THRILLED with this 
relationship. Write or 
phone NOW! 






Select Your Orphan From The Pictures Above And Bring 
Your Child Comfort, Joy And A Sense Of Being Wanted 


You will reap a blessing from your action. For only $8 a 
month—just 26 pennies a day—you can care completely 
for a boy or girl, including school tuition which is not free 
in Korea. Why not ask a friend to be a co-sponsor with you 
—only $4 each monthly? 


The darling little girl designated H-1 is Jo Min Ja, which 
means “a smart child.” She was a foundling and was picked 
up by the police who cared for her until she was received by 
us. Like all the other orphans pictured, she is longing for a 
loving foster “Mommie and Daddy”— individuals or your 
Sunday School, Bible Class, Youth Group, Ladies Society, 
etc. 


Rescue Orphans from Rags and Starvation 


You can make it possible for homeless, unloved youngsters to know Christian love and 
care, shelter, food, clothing and education. A boy in one of our 71 Christian orphanages 
was a homeless beggar on the streets. Now he has a Christian home and is coming to 
know Christ as his Lord and Saviour. Who knows but that he may grow up to be, under 
loving sponsorship, a Christian leader in Korea? Hundreds of new sponsors are needed 
so that we can care for many more and bring them also saving knowledge of Christ. 


4848 North Leonard Drive 
ne any hh ig a iene CLIP AND MAIL TODAY iatigens <5 SOR 


a Dept. ST-1, 4848 No. Leonard Dr., Chicago 31, Ill. 


THE EVERETT SWANSON EVANGELISTIC ASSOCIATION, INC. 


Dept. ST-1 


or } + | want to sponsor an orphan for one year. 
"MET Ee If this child has already 

te. support another whom you wi 

address and story. 


TIcU 


C0 I cannot “adopt” a child but want to help by giving $............ 


(0 Please send me further information. 


GORI Soe Sec cciccvndcceccccscctcccec cee 6606.0 bc0e ain aE am 
AIOE onc ion Sid:bjse 600 bn eke Hans 4nc6as<4ee cee 
QO ae dns Sa ckcwedecce decd h¥s the isiiees Zone GDRs ock cacancss 
Gifts of any t are wel All gifts and sponsorings are income tax 
deductible. 





THE EVERETT SWANSON EVANGELISTIC ASSOCIATION, INC. 
An Interdenominational Non-Profit Corporation 
Tel. Gladstone 6-6181 


ill select. With God’s help | will send 
$8 a month to your office. Please let me have my child‘s noe jicture, 
1 understand | may continue as lo 

a support = CD first month, [) full year. SEN’ 


Chicago 31, Illinois 
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“Great Prophetic Books 


“Daniel’s Great Prophecy of the Great 
Wissen othe ted of Oe Age.” The latest on 


fulfilled hecy. 
2. “The Second Coming of Christ Ex- 
lained.”” This 7 is dealt with in great 
il, comparing the two different events of 


coming. 

acetal Oot Rostnint ot he 
ingdom.” It explains e 
wonderful ol ow g to Christ’s 

everlasting kingdom which is — at hand. 
4. “The New Jerusalem, the City of the Liv- 
ing God. 4 This book explains the marvelous 
of h , God’s great capital of the 








a. ay ¥ Babylon the Great Explained.” 
This most cult of all prophecies is at last 
made clear to on ol for it explains the greatest 
_ in the world today. 

Coming United States in Europe Ac- 

Pw to It explains what the Bible 

states about unism, and how ten nations 

unite in —— Europe as a balance of 
aX Russi: 

7 e Great Toten of the Middle East 
in the Light of God’s Prophetic Word.” 

ALL SEVEN FOR $1.50 
REV. ANDREW OLSEN 
Bible Expositor, Seqhie, Wash. 














“We received the 
second grant of 
Scripture portions 
and to thank 





possi 
writes Mr. J. T., 
Evangelical Mis- 
sionary in Mexico. 
Want more details 
and free samples? 


AMERICAN 
SCRIPTURE Write Dept. ST 
GIFT 


MISSION, James O. Palmer, Exec. Sec. 
Inc. 325 N. 13th St. Phila. 7, Pe. 








Ourselves and Others 
By H. Clay Trumbull 
A choice selection of thought-provoking 
editorials on human relations; helpful in de- 
veloping and strengthening Christian char- 
acter. Provides good material for discussion 
groups. A fine gift item. Attractive stiff paper 
cover, 58 pages, 35 cents each; 3 for $l. 
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325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5, Pa. 














FOR THE FIRST TIME 


The Pilgrim Bible 
with Concordance 


Plus Dictionary of Scripture Proper 
Names, Subject Index. All notes, helps, 
etc. appear on the same page as the 
verse to which they refer. 


123x French Mo- 
rocco, half circuit, 
simulated leather 
lining, round 
corners, red under 
gold edges. 5% x 
7% x 1%,” thick. 
$17.00 
At your bookseller 








nor could write a book, and tell lies 

all the time they were writing it, say- 

ing, “Thus saith the Lord” when it 
was their own invention. 

It could not be the invention of bad 
men or devils, for they would not 
make a book which commands all 
duty, forbids all sin, and condemns 
their souls to Hell for all eternity. 

I therefore draw this conclusion: 
The Bible must be given by divine 
inspiration. 

That argument is absolutely unan- 
swerable and unassailable. In our day 
someone has put that prose into poetry, 
and I want you to hear that too. It will 
help to fix this grand argument in your 
mind. 

The Holy Bible must have been 

Inspired of God and not of men. 

I could not if I would, believe 

That good men wrote it to deceive, 

And bad men could not if they would, 

And surely would not if they could, 

Proceed to write a book so good. 

And certainly no crazy man 

Could e’er conceive its wondrous plan. 

And pray, what other kinds of men 

Than do these three groups comprehend? 

Hence it must be that God inspired 

The Word which souls of prophets fired. 

And yet the Liberals and Modernists 
deny that God wrote the Bible, and 
they reject its divine inspiration. A 
writer says in “The Interpreter’s Bible” 
Commentary: “The doctrine of literal 
inspiration is an interloper in the ‘In- 
terpreter’s House,’ and far too weak to 
dispossess the proper tenant” (Vol. I, 
p. 167). Now an “interloper” is “one 
who thrusts himself into a place with- 
out right” (Stand. Dic.). According to 
“The Interpreter’s Bible,” we Evangel- 
icals have no right to the doctrine of 
the divine inspiration of the Scriptures. 
You see, it is “far too weak to dis- 
possess the proper tenant,” whoever 
that is! But I maintain, in the usus 
loquendi, the usage of speaking, that 
God is the Author of the Bible—that 
He wrote it. 

In one of his great sermons to pro- 
fessing Christians, Charles Finney says: 


Now suppose you were to meet God. 
and you knew it was God Himself, 
speaking to you, and He should reach 
out a book in His hand, and tell you 
to take that book, and that the book 
contains exceeding great and precious 
promises, of all that you need, or ever 
can need, to resist temptation, to over- 
come sin, and to make you fit for 
Heaven. . . . Now, if you were to 
receive such a book directly from the 
hand of God, and knew that God had 
written it for you with His own hand, 
would you not believe it? And would 
you not read it a great deal more than 
you now read the Bible? . . . Now, the 
truth is, the Bible is that Book (p. 
374). 

Lew Wallace, the author of “Ben 
Hur,” believed that God wrote the 
Bible. He says of Israel, “their history 
is the history of God, who wrote with 
their hands (and) spake with their 
tongues” (p. 110). 

Charles H. Spurgeon believed that 
God Wrote the Bible. In a sermon on 
Hosea 8:12 he says: 

This volume is the writing of the 
living God: each letter was penned 
with an Almighty finger; each word 
in it dropped from the everlasting lips, 
each sentence was dictated by the 
Holy Spirit. . . . Everywhere I find 


7 


God speaking, it is God’s voice, not 
man’s; the words are God’s words, the 
words of the Eternal, the Invisible, 
the Almighty, the Jehovah of this 
earth. This Bible is God’s Bible; and 
when I see it, I seem to hear a voice 
springing up from it, saying, “I am the 
book of God: man, read me. I am 

God’s writing: open my leaf, for I 

was penned by God; read it, for He is 

my Author, you will see Him visible 
and manifest everywhere.” ... This 
book is God’s handwriting, these are 

God’s words. . . . They are just as 

much God’s handwriting as if you had 

seen God write them. . . . God has 

written it. , 

That is what is meant when we say 
of the Bible, “God wrote it.” 

What Joseph Addison said of the stars 
above us is true of the Bible in our 
hands: 

In reason’s ear they all rejoice, 
And utter forth a glorious voice, 
Forever singing as they shine— 
The hand t made us is divine. 

One of the strongest testimonies of 
the Bible to its own divine inspiration 
is this of Romans 3:2, where the words 
of the Bible are called “the oracles 
[logia] of God.” Gaussen says of this 
word “oracles,” “Was there a word that 
could more absolutely express a verbal 
and complete inspiration?” (“Theop- 
neustia,” p. 68) There was not. Paul 
there used the word that states ab- 
solutely and unequivocally that the 
words of the Old Testament Scriptures 
are the “words of God,” irrespective 
of the media through which they came 
to be spoken and written. 

That great scholar and _ theologian, 
Benjamin B. Warfield, says on Romans 
3:2: “By ‘oracles of God’ here are meant 
just the Holy Scriptures in their en- 
tirety, conceived as a direct Divine rev- 
elation” (“International Standard Bible 
Encyclopedia,” p. 1478). 

Josephus, the most famous of all Jew- 
ish secular historians, had no doubts 
about the Bible’s being the Word and 
work of God. In his book “Against 
Apion,” he says of the books of the 
Bible: “Nor is there any disagreement 
on what is written; they being only 
prophets that have written the original 
and earliest accounts of things as they 
learned them of God Himself by in- 
spiration. . . . For we have not an in- 
numerable multitude of books amongst 
us, disagreeing from and contradicting 
one another (as the Greeks have), but 
only . . . books, which contain the rec- 
ords of all the past times; which are 
justly believed to be divine” (“Book 
I,” chapters 7 and 8). 

The words of Hebrews 1:1 are also 
among the most important and decisive 
of all words that have ever been em- 
ployed to show that God Himself is the 
Author of all the writings of the Old 
Testament. In one all comprehending 
verse, the writer of Hebrews says, “God 
. . . Spake unto the fathers by the 
prophets” (Heb. 1:1). All of God’s 
speaking in the prophets for the space 
of nearly eleven hundred years is com- 
prehended in that sweeping statement. 
The words of Hebrews 1:1, 2 made the 
great Puritan Father, John Owen, say, 
“So that God, even the Father, by way 
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of eminency, was the peculiar Author 
of both Law and Gospel.” 

In Hosea 8:12 God says He wrote the 
Bible, and in Hosea 12:10 He tells us 
how He wrote it. “I have also spoken 
by the prophets, and I have multiplied 
visions, and used similitudes, by the 
ministry of the prophets.” In Hebrew 
the “I” is very emphatic, and empha- 
sizes the fact that God alone is the 
writer of the Bible, the prophets the 
bearers of the message. Yes, God wrote 
the Bible. 

(To be continued) 


Christian Certainties 
(Continued from page 31) 


by the late Dr. E. J. Pace. In the corner 
there was a picture of a poor tattered 
man looking toward the upper right 
corner where there was a picture of the 
glorified Christ, and saying, “I shall be 
like Him. Oh, Glory!” 

The date and cause of the transfor- 
mation are given to us: “... when he 
shall appear . .. for we shall see him as 
he is.” “The Lord himself shall descend 
from heaven with a shout, with the 
voice of the archangel, and with the 
trump of God: and the dead in Christ 
shall rise first: Then we which are 
alive and remain shall be caught up 
together with them in the clouds, to 
meet the Lord in the air: and so shall 
we ever be with the Lord” (1 Thess. 
4:16, 17). The saints of God have 
through the centuries looked forward 
to that blessed hour. Many of them 
have expressed in prose and poetry 
their concept of the change that will 
take place then. One of the best poems 
has been written by Ada Habershon 
and set to music by Robert Harkness. 
He it is: 

Soon will our Saviour from heaven appear, 

Sweet is the nope and its power to cheer; 


All will be changed by a glimpse of His face— 
This is the goal at the end of our race 


Loneliness changed to reunion complete, 
Absence exchanged for a place at His feet, 
Sleeping ones raised in a moment of time, 
ving ones changed to His image sublime. 


Sunrise will chase all the darkness away, 
— be changed to the brightness 
0 ay, 
Tempest will change to ineffable calm, 
eeping will change to a jubilant psalm. 
Weakness will change to magnificent stre > 
Pailure will dane to perioction at ieee’ 
Sorrow will —-_ to unending delight, 
Walking by faith change to walking by sight. 
This is the consummation of that 
blessed salvation begun in our experi- 
ence when we received the Saviour, 
but in God’s counsel from eternity past. 
God would have us to know and to 
know that we know that “when he 
shall appear, we shall be like him.” 


BIncHAMTON, N. Y. 


Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
mailing, subscription, business, circula- 
tion, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 
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Aussion to Canada 


FEBRUARY—JUNE 1961 


* THE MISSION TO CANADA, which is strongly interdenomina- 
tional, is receiving the warm-hearted support of Church Leaders 
of various Protestant denominations throughout Canada. 


* THE MISSION TO CANADA will commence with a Commission- 
ing Service in the Metropolitan United Church, Toronto on Feb- 
ruary 28, conducted by leading Churchmen of the various Protes- 
tant denominations of Canada—Book this date now. 


* THE MISSION TO CANADA will be led by Tom Rees, the well- 
known Evangelist from London, England, whose experience in 
Inter-Church Evangelism is unrivalled. Londoners have packed the 
Royal Albert Hall more than 50 times to hear his message. 


* THE MISSION TO CANADA party, under the leadership of 
Tom Rees, will consist of several talented and experienced Minis- 
ters and Laymen from Great Britain. The famous bass Soloist, 
Frank Boggs, will be accompanied by Lex Smith. 


* THE MISSION TO CANADA party will visit each of the ten 
Provinces of Canada from Newfoundland to British Columbia as 
well as the Yukon, conducting Inter-Church evangelistic rallies in 
approximately 100 centres of population. 


* THE MISSION TO CANADA plans not only to visit the great 
Cities but more especially smaller communities which are often 
overlooked. 


* THE MISSION TO CANADA has a threefold object. First, that 
non-Christian people may be truly converted to Christ. Secondly, 
that Christian people may be strengthened in their faith and inspired 
to win others to Christ, and thirdly, that Christian people in the 
various Churches may be brought closer together in the fellowship 
of the Gospel. 


* THE MISSION TO CANADA organizers appeal to the readers 
of The Sunday School Times for their regular prayers, their sacri- 
ficial gifts and their warm-hearted co-operation. 


GET RICHT WITH GOD 


The Mission to Canada Handbook carries the time and place of each 
Rally, the address of the Local Secretary, more than thirty pages of 
interesting articles and photographs. 

Available from February 1. Price 30 cents post free.: 


Mission to Canada (Secretary: Rev. A. LeDrew Gardner) 
National Headquarters: 227 Bloor Street East, Toronto 5, Ontario. 
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BIBLE WORKBOOK 


By Catherine B. Walker, M.A., D.R.E. 

Widely used in high school Bible classes. 
Suitable as adult Bible study guide. 
Questions, notes, maps, and outlines 

Vol. 1—Old Testament Vol. 2—New Testament 
BIBLE WORKBOOK DISTRIBUTORS 
$1.00 each 420 E. Madison, Wheaton, Illinois 





Lack of Teachers 






~.. may deny 
VBS training 
to thousands 


of children 


this year! 
ed! 


voluntects mecree 


Every summer ... all over America . . . God 
is using Christians like you to impress the 
truths of Christ deeply into young hearts. 
But unfortunately, in many communities this 
opportunity is being lost through the lack of 
teachers. What about your church? 

The need is urgent. Won’t you volunteer? 


FOR HELP OF ALL KINDS... 


See Christian Bookseller displaying our em- 
blem today! Choose from a wide variety of 
VBS lesson materials and visual aids. Your 
Christian bookseller’s friendly counsel can 
help make your planning eas- 
ier. If you don’t know of a 
Christian bookstore near you, 
write : 






TIAN BOOKSELLERS ASSOCIATION INC 


est Chicago Avenue, Chicago 51, Ill 





Prayer for the Mission 


to Canada 

O THOSE who belong to regular 

prayer groups or who attend a regu- 
lar prayer meeting, the Rev. H. R. Mac- 
Donald, Prayer Secretary of the Mission 
to Canada, conducted by Tom Rees from 
Britain February to June, 1961, will 
send a regular report of the progress 
of the Mission. Undoubtedly the great- 
est need of the Mission to Canada is the 
earnest, believing prayer of Christian 
people, and although it is impossible 
to send individual reports, if the leader 
of a prayer meeting will send his full 
name and address and phone number, 
together with the name of the prayer 
meeting or group concerned, and the 
time and place of its meeting, a report 
will be sent at regular intervals through- 
out the whole of the Mission to Canada, 
provided an assurance is given that the 
message will be read and prayer offered. 
Names should be sent to the Rev. H. R. 
MacDonald,’ Prayer Secretary, Mission 
to Canada, 227 Bloor Street E., Toronto. 
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Except as noted, these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 18th and Arch Sts., Phila- 
delphia 3. With each order of less 
than $3, please include 15 cents addi- 
tional; and with each order of $3 or 
over, please include 5 per cent addi- 
tional for postage and handling costs. 


A Working Faith. By Joost De Blank. 
(Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub. Co., Grand 
Rapids 3, Mich., $2.) This is a collection 
of fifteen sermons by the Anglican 
Archbishop of Capetown. One finds 
here a fresh and pithy commentary on 
the practical life of the Christian. The 
author’s appreciation of the Incarna- 
tion can be seen in his emphasis on 
the unity and totality of life under the 
dominion of Christ. In the chapters 
entitled “The Pharisee in Us,” “The 
Publican in Us,” “The Herodian and 
the Zealot in Us,” and “The Sadducee 
in Us,” there are keen warnings against 
some of the pitfalls that beset us all. 
Some Christians will be disturbed by 
comments that evidence a belief in 
theistic evolution (eg., “. . . the first 
life appeared in the warm primordial 
oceans”); a rather too generous accept- 
ance of the conclusions of higher crit- 
icism (“. .. men came to see that the 
Bible was not verbally inspired and it 
could not be taken as a reliable text- 
book for, say, the origins of the world 
from a geological point of view .. .”); 
and the uncertainties that result when 
the Gospel is expressed in existential- 
ist terms (e.g., “The Resurrection may 
be open to scientific argument, but our 
final hope resting on the Sovereignty 
of God is not dependent solely on 
something in the past. True it is that 
the Resurrection of our Lord means, if 
it can be proved, that sin and death 
and pain are conquered, but our hope 


does not rely on scientific proof”). It 
is perfectly true that the Christian does 
not wait for the confirmation of science 
before placing his confidence in the 
historical incidents related in Scripture, 
but the implication of the Archbishop’s 
words seems to be that there may or 
may not be a correspondence between 
spiritual truth and historical fact, and 
that whether there is or not is im- 
material. If there are statements in 
the book that do not seem quite trans- 
parent to evangelicals, let it be said 
that there is much wise and salty ad- 
vice on practical Christian living. 


The Teaching Task of the Local 
Church. By Harold Carlton Mason, 
Ed.D. (Light and Life Press, Winona 
Lake, Ind., $3.25.) “Since the Sunday 
school has been attacked as ‘the wasted 
hour of Protestantism,’ the time for re- 
appraisal is at hand.” The business 
which the Lord has put into the hands 
of Christians is the most important of 
all businesses. It should be carried on 
by the best methods. A _ generation 
ago there were few books on the teach- 
ing task of the local church; now there 
are many. Here is one that is true to 
the faith, and most practical. How the 
author speaks of the teaching task of 
the local church is clearly put: “It is 
indeed a privilege to be born of God, 
indwelt of the Holy Spirit, and sharing 
in the continuing ministry of Jesus 
Christ in the world. To reach the mind 
of a child with the wondrous Gospel; 
to give understanding to youth in mat- 
ters of personal purity and life invest- 
ment, and to counsel and encourage 
adults is the task and the reward of 
the worker in the church school.” The 
author discusses the what and the why 
of Christian education and gives advice 
on every problem that the pastor and 
teacher will encounter in every kind of 
church. There is a bibliography given 
chapter by chapter and a complete in- 
dex. In this volume you will find how 
to fulfill the injunction given by Paul, 
“Let all things be done decently and 
in order.” 


Justification by Faith. By John 
Owen. (Sovereign Grace Publishers, 
Evansville 13, Ind., $4.95.) That justi- 
fication is by faith is conclusively dem- 
onstrated in this Puritan classic. Every 
facet of the doctrine is examined both 
from the standpoint of Scripture state- 
ment and what men have had to say 
about it, whether in defense of or in 
opposition to the teaching. The ex- 
position is comprehensive and com- 
plete, clear and convincing. Biblical 
texts are interpreted and applied, ob- 
jections to the doctrine are stated, 
analyzed, and answered. Here is a 
scholarly, skillful compendium pre- 
sented in the unique, unhurried 
fullness of discussion that is so charac- 
teristic of the Puritan writers, among 
whom John Owen stands pre-eminent. 
Surely there can be no question in any 
reader’s mind after a study of these 
pages that the righteousness of Christ 
avails and prevails to the justification 
of the believer. The volume at hand 
represents a reprint edition of a work 
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that first appeared in 1677. It is avail- 
able now as part of the publisher’s 
Puritan Commentary Series (titles sold 
separately) and is deserving of a place 
there as a book that is extremely 
worthy of the serious attention of to- 
day’s Bible students. 


The Dayuma Story. By Ethel Emily 
Wallis. (Harper & Brothers, New York 
16; $3.95.) One of the most fertile 
topics in Christendom in terms of lit- 
erary production is that of the “Auca 
incident” in Ecuador, in which ‘five 
American men lost their lives at the 
hands of the tribe they were trying to 
contact with the Gospel. Harper has 
previously published an account of the 
incident itself and biographies of two 
of the men involved. Ethel Wallis’s 
new book gives us the fascinating life 
story of Dayuma, the Christian Auca 
woman whose name has become fa- 
miliar to thousands all over the world. 
One reads with amazement the account 
of Dayuma’s early life, her experience 
of Auca killings, her escape from the 
tribe to the hacienda of Sr. Sevilla, her 
joining with Rachel Saint, sister of one 
of the slain men, to help Rachel learn 
the Auca language, her trip to the 
United States, and her increasing un- 
derstanding of the Gospel. The story 
of her long separation from her people 
and her reunion with them, in the 
company of Rachel Saint and Betty 
Elliot, is moving. One might become 
bogged down in the maze of strange 
names. But the story itself is an evi- 
dence of the wisdom of God and His 
love for men. 


Cross Without Velvet. By Geoffrey 
C. Bingham. (Moody Press, Chicago 10; 
$2.) These studies in the true meaning 
of Christian discipleship make it con- 
vincingly evident that, as Samuel Ruth- 
erford once said, “My Lord hath no 
velvet cross.” The Master rendered 
sacrificial service and so must His serv- 
ants. The privileges, tests, cost, and 
discipline 6f discipleship are carefully 
analyzed in the light of New Testament 
precept and program, and are set forth 
briefly and clearly in a very challenging 
manner. There are, of course, rewards 
for disciples, and this subject is. dis- 
cussed in a short closing chapter. The 
readers of this work will lose any hazy 
concepts of discipleship they may have 
had. And if they fail to lose any lazy 
practice of discipleship, it will not be 
the book’s fault. The author was for- 
merly a pastor in Sydney, Australia, and 
vice principal of the Sydney Bible 
Training Institute. He is a missionary 
with the Church Missionary Society in 
West Pakistan. 


..Two Hundred and Eighty Titles and 
Symbols of Christ. By James Large. 
(Baker Book House, Grand Rapids 6, 
Mich., $4.95.) From Alpha to Zerub- 
babel, in alphabetical order, 280 titles 
and symbols of Christ are listed and 
fully discussed in this remarkable vol- 
ume. Scripture references are provided, 
including many cross references. Most 
of the titles and symbols presented are 


January 14, 1961 (Lesson for January 29) 


linked in the course .of the discussions 
of their meanings with other related 
titles or symbols. discussed elsewhere 
in the book. In practically every in- 
stance the treatment of each subject 
closes with a connecting sentence that 
introduces the subject following next 
in the list. The work is theologically 
sound, homiletically suggestive and 
helpful, with many clear and apt out- 
lines. No Bible student should be with- 
out access to this rich, edifying refer- 
ence work. Full of 
Biblical and otherwise, it will ably and 
amply reward its readers. The attrac- 
tive volume at hand represents a new 
edition of the printing was made in 1888. 


Primer on Roman Catholicism for 
Protestants. By Stanley L. Stuber. 
(Association Press, New York 7; $3.50.) 
The title of this book is a clear clue to 
its contents. However, though written 
by a Protestant for Protestants, it is a 
book that would serve Roman Catholics 
or Jews as well. For there is infor- 
mation here that would be enlightening 
even to members of the Romanist sys- 
tem. An appraisal of the basic dif- 
ferences between Roman Catholicism 
and Protestantism, it explains the be- 
liefs and practices of the Roman Cath- 
olic Church and presents the author’s 
interpretation of the general Protestant 
view of those beliefs and practices. 
Among the subjects discussed are: the 
authority and power of the pope, the 
sacraments, the functions of the priest, 
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NEW 1961 THEME 


“THE LORD IS MY SHEPHERD” 


This unique and widely used VBS series 
contains the same sound, closely graded 
permanent materials as before. Your 
Leader’s Guide contains the theme song, 
explanation of the theme, ten devotions, 
suggested closing program, description of 
each grade’s material, buyer’s guide, and 
much other helpful information, includ- 
ing information on filmstrips. 

The Herald Summer Bible School Series 
is Christ-centered in purpose, Bible-cen- 
tered in content, child-centered in ap- 
proach, experience-centered in method, 
and evangelistic in emphasis. 
Have the most successful 
vacation Bible school of your 
experience with this dynamic 
course, which confronts each 
pupil with the living Christ. 
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READY FOR THE BONUS YEAR 1961! 


BONUS YEAR? Yes, 1961 will have 53 Sundays, beginning with 
Sunday, January Ist, and closing with Sunday, December 31st. 


READY FOR WHAT? For the famous copyrighted “Heaven’s Bless- 


A Certified Public Accountant s 
for the accurate recording of gifts for church and charity 
seen. I recommend this to my every client. Please send me one thou- 


le come to us for aid in making out 
that everyone using the Heaven’s 
Blessing Bank Book gives us the least difficulty.” 

A man-called-in writes: “I was called in for an interview with the 
Income Tax Examiner. I had some receipts, some cancelled checks, and 
my Heaven’s Blessing Bank Book. The examiner checked only the 
H.B.B.B., and then congratulated me on my systematic proof of my 


A bank official says: “Many om 


A Church Treasurer wrote: “We began using your Heaven’s Blessing 
Bank Books two years ago. Local church giving is up 62% as a direct 
result. We will need 300 for the coming year of 1961.” 

READY FOR YOUR REQUEST! A service of the Bible Meditation 
League, International, is the supplying of the Heaven’s Blessing Bank 
Books to individuals and churches without charge. You may request 
as many copies as : mg desire to judiciously distribute, and they will be 


WRITE to Dr. Don R. Falkenberg, President of the BML, 1416-ST 
Tanager Drive, Orlando, Florida, telling him the number you would 
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WANTED: 4 missi ization in down- 
town Philadelphia needs “$ typist or stenographer, 
including general office work. This is an opportunity 
for effective Christian service. Pleasant ly 4 
tee aes ef offices. Write to Adv. 

_— lay School Times, 325 N. 3th Street, Mhiledeiphis 
, Pa. 





TEACHER NEEDED by February 1, 1961, 
for grades three through six in small Christian 
School. Write Monmouth County Christian 
School, 1523 Allenwood Road, Belmar, N. J., 
or call MUtual 1-3029. 





BOOKLET—“BIBLICAL TREES AND 
CO-RELATED SUBJECTS” 
New, unique; 16 pages with special colored 
cover; bears rereading; price 75 cents postpaid. 
R. W. ROBERTS, 363 Oak St., Glen Ellyn, Ill. 








SUPPOSE GOD WANTS 


His people to pray for a Heaven-sent 
revival among Negro believers in 
Christ. A small revival spirit is burn- 
ing now among the students here. Let 
us express to them your promise of 
prayer and your good will (Also, a 
Bible Institute worker with executive 
ability is needed.) 


CARVER BIBLE INSTITUTE, INC. 
Box 11,003, Station A, Atlanta, Georgia 
Talmage Payne, Director 














THE LORD IS WORKING 
ine HOLY LAND 





ea Rou Westechens; Putter and Goneedl 
Director, with two of our orphans 
Our obligations to needy children increase. 
Conditions there are the Lord’s challenge 
for your cooperation, prayers and help. 
“WHO WILL BE THE LORD’S HELP- 
ING HANDS?” 


HEADQUARTERS: 


The American European Bethe! Mission, Inc. 
252 N. Dillon St., Dept. ST, Los Angeles 26, California 
ST ATER 





the veneration of the virgin Mary, the 
Mass, Heaven, hell, purgatory, indul- 
gences, good works, the confessional, 
the Vatican and its world power, and 
church union from the Romanist point 
of view. The treatment is adequate, 
illuminating, objective, and without 
rancor. The facts, ably presented, 
speak for themselves. Everyone ought 
to read such a work as this for the 
sake of being properly informed and 
guided on a subject that is always vital 
and pertinent. 


Only Background Material? 
By Lucile Long Strayer 


RECENT campus newspaper from 
a church-related college carried a 
brief news item about the campus 
church school program. The Book of 
Hosea was the subject for a series of 
lectures based on a pamphlet of which 
the author and title were listed. Also 
listed were the names of the college 
professors who were to speak, together 
with their topics. Students were re- 
minded that the pamphlet could be 
read in the college library. And then 
this sentence was added: “The Book 
of Hosea will also provide background 
material for interested persons.” The 
purpose of the Sunday morning sessions, 
presumably, was to learn about Hosea, 
yet the Book of Hosea was listed as 
“background material”! 

There is no point in naming the col- 
lege where this happened or trying to 
discover what student reporter wrote 
the item. It may very well be that the 
student did not intend to give the im- 
pression that his brief article certainly 
conveys, and it may also be that this 
impression is not the one which the 
college purposely seeks to give. Yet 
how very typical it seems for much of 
Protestantism today! Pamphlets and 
books and commentaries are read, but 
the Bible itself is merely “background” 
for the intellectual achievements of our 
authors. We listen to lectures and radio 
sermons and TV programs, but again, 
the Bible itself is optional “background” 
reading. 

No serious and devout student of the 
Bible wants to ignore the excellent 
fruits of scholarship; archaeologists, ex- 
perts in ancient languages, and histo- 
rians have increased immeasurably our 
understanding of our Bible. But the 
central volume for the Christian is the 
Bible; all these other aids are the 
“background material.” 

And while the impulse is strong in 
some of us to condemn this tendency 
on college campuses to consider the 
Bible as “background material,” perhaps 
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SOME RESULTS OF THE THEORY OF EVOLUTION 
By Frederick Erdman 
Author of “Some Results of Higher Criticism,” which was reprinted in The Sunday School Times 


Price of either booklet — 60 cents postpaid 
Order from 


417 West Chelten Ave., PHILADELPHIA 44, PA. 
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it would be wiser if instead we scru- 
tinized carefully our own reading habits. 
It is easy to say that we believe that 
the Bible is our most important book 
for study, or to sing the hymn: 


i of our feet, whereby we trace 
ur path, when wont to stray... 


Bread of our souls, whereon we feed, 
True manna from above... 

But how much time actually do we 
spend reading and meditating on this 
“bread of our souls’? One woman was 
heard to say somewhat indignantly that 
her husband and sons were currently 
interested in church history and were 
reading everything they could find about 
the Dead Sea scrolls, but that she could 
not get them to read the Bible. Would 
an actual minute-by-minute analysis of 
our own reading habits prove that we 
regard the Bible as “Word of the ever- 
living God”? Or would it show beyond 
shadow of doubt that we belong with 
the college student who, deliberately or 
innocently, listed Hosea as “background 
material”? 

“O how I love thy law!” sang the 
psalmist, “it is my meditation all the 
day.” May it be even so with every 
one of us! 


MiForp, Ino. 


Scripture Art Calendars for 1961 


HE attractive and helpful Scrip- 

ture Art Calendars for 1961 are 
now ready. The special features of these 
calendars make them desirable not only 
for use in the home but also for the 
Sunday school and church. Daily Scrip- 
ture readings that follow the selections 
of the American Bible Society encour- 
age regular Bible reading. Devotional 
readings for each week, Bible verses 
for each day of the year, and memory 
selections help one to increase his fa- 
miliarity with the whole Word of God. 
Titles and Scripture references are 
given each week for the International 
Uniform Lessons. 

Sundays and holidays are indicated 
in red, small inserts showing the pre- 
ceding and following months are in- 
cluded with each month, and the phases 
of the moon are given. 

Full-color reproductions of well- 
known paintings illustrating incidents 
from the New Testament are the out- 
standing feature of the _ calendars. 
Teachers will find these helpful in 
making stories from the life of Jesus 
vivid and meaningful to their Sunday 
school classes, and many will find the 
calendars to be attractive additions to 
any room of the home because of this 
feature. 

The calendars measure 16” x 10” and 
have a ten-inch metal binding at the 
top, with a cord for hanging. Moder- 
ately priced at 35 cents each; 3 for $1; 
12 for $3.50; 25 for $7; 50 for $12; 100 
for $22; they may be had by sending 
your name and address, along with your 
order, to:| The Sunday School Times 
Company, 325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. - 
Just ask for the 1961 Scripture Art 
Calendar. 
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- ADULT BIBLE COURSE WITH THE BRAND-NEW APPROACH © 


.. makes effective lesson preparation easier 
..- helps your teaching produce more changed lives 





A fresh concept in adult Bible teaching 


@ Provides crisp, usable outlines . . . and ties the entire class period 
to one dynamic Bible theme for top spiritual impact 


@ Furnishes a veritable wealth of Bible information and background 
material . . . saves hours of “digging” 


@ Gets into the “thick” of today’s adult problems and interests 
.. then focuses on the solid answers of the Word of God 


@ Has sure-fire ways to get student participation and class “feed- 
back” . . . gives you real variety in your lesson presentation 


With this new-approach course for adults (college-age up) .. . 


here’s what you AVOID............ here’s what you GET! 





New ADULT TEACHER 
(‘Bible Knowledge") 








Systematic study of the whole Bible, with an appropriate 
amount of time for each book of the Bible... sodeate 
get acquainted with all 66! 





Unswerving loyalty to the inspired Word of God, with 
faithful presentation of all the great doctrines of the 
evangelical Christian faith 





100% coverage of the entire Bible, including less-known 
portions that are vital for full Christian growth 





Specific spiritual aim for each weekly lesson, unifying 
the entire class session for maximum impact 





Real strategy to produce personal participation, home 
Bible study, and changed lives . . . class members make 
new Christian impact on your church and community 





A choice between current quarter's material and undated 
elective courses (you can offer several courses at the 
same time) 











A wealth of Bible information and background material 
from Bible commentaries and other resources—all in .one 
convenient book, abbreviated, easy to use 





Teacher's basic lesson preparation greatly simplified, 
allowing time for supplementary study if desired 





Well-organized, clearly outlined lessons, giving teacher 
and students a clear sense of purpose and direction 








Scheduled study, giving class a feeling of progress, 
reaching members with the entire Bible in a normal span 
of adult study (10 years) 





Short basic lessons for 30-40 minute classes, plus sup- 
plementary material easy to “tailor” to your class time 





All-Bible lessons that wade out into the middle of to- 
day's adult interests, problems, and needs 





New, fresh, apt illustrations for every lesson, drawn 
from current events, science, adult living 





3 different “lesson plans” each week: (1) verse-by-verse 
study, (2) question-and thod, (3) class partic- 
ipation plans—buzz groups, panels, brainstorming, etc. 








Adult visual ideas—chalkboard, slapboard, displays 





Attractive, illustrated student manual with readable type, 
giving step-by-step suggestions for personal Bible study, 
plus discussion questions, daily readings 





Examine this new approach 
Adult Bible teaching 
below for your FREE lesson 





F g EE Sample packet includes lessons 
with as notes, take- 
home papers, folder on adult 
characteristics, Mail teday. 


Please send me the FREE Adult Sample Packet. 
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INDISPENSABLES 
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THE 
CHRISTIAN HOME 
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This Children’s Classic is 
the Favorite of Parents and 
Teachers in over 250,000 Chris- 
tian Homes 


“This truly magnificent work 
should be in every home,” states 
the Sunday School Times. “I 
have used it for years with our 
own children and can recom- 
mend it enthusiastically” — 
Mrs. Billy Graham. Only $4.50 


THE NEW BIBLE COMMENTARY 


Francis Davidson, Editor. The distinctively evangelical, up- 
to-date, one-volume Bible commentary. “The entire volume 
breathes an atmosphere of freshness, of new approaches, of 
the enthusiastic desire to get to the meaning of the text” — 
Dr. Wilbur M. Smith. 1199 Pages, $7.95 


YOUNG’S ANALYTICAL CONCORDANCE 


Robert Young. The concordance that analyzes and arranges all 
the words of the Bible according to their root meanings. 
“Young’s Concordance is of particular value to the student. It 
is a great aid in the interpretation of Scripture and for 
systematic study of the Bible” — Dr. John Murray. 

$12.75; Thumb-Indexed Edition $14.50 








AT YOUR BOOKSTORE OR 





WM. B. EERDMANS PUBLISHING COMPANY 


255 Jefferson Avenue, S.E. 


Grand Rapids 3, Michigan 











Who Was Moses’ Wife? 
(Continued from page 33) 


that our word “father-in-law” carries. 
Perhaps “relative” would have been a 
better translation in Exodus 3:1. 

We learn from Exodus 4:20-26 that 
the name of this wife of Moses: was 
Zipporah, and that he had by her two 
sons. The Midianites, of whom Reuel 
or Jethro is said to have been a priest, 
were descended from Abraham and evi- 
dently worshiped the true God. 

Although it is not specifically stated 
in the Scriptures, it is assumed that 
Zipporah died and, according to Num- 
bers 12:1, Moses married again, this 
time a Cushite woman called in this 
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verse an “Ethiopian.” Josephus states 
that this woman was an Ethiopian 
princess named Tharbis. However, the 
Hebrew term “Cushite,” here rendered 
“Ethiopian,” does not necessarily mean 
that she was a Negro. 


ve 


The indispensable requisite for a 
guided life is a meek and quiet spirit. 
To acknowledge that we do not know 
the way is the first necessity; then to 
believe that Someone does know it is 
the second; and to trust the One who 
knows is the third. Happy are the 
‘meek who are willing to be guided. 
—Fred Mitchell. 





European Christian Fellowship 
Tour 


HE popularity of Christian Fellow- 
ship Tours demands one to Europe 
for the spring of 1961. An unusually 
attractive European tour has been ar- 
ranged, leaving New York on the SSS. 
Liberte, of the French Line, on May 
llth and returning to New York on the 
same ship forty-nine days later. The 
tour includes visits to England, Bel- 
gium, Germany, Switzerland, Austria, 
Italy, and France. Comprehensive 
sightseeing tours are included in many 
historic cities in all of these countries. 
The tour party is limited to thirty- 
two. It is therefore necessary to reg- 
ister early to insure accommodation: 
An informative, illustrated itinerary is 
available to those who have interest in 
this travel vacation of a lifetime. The 
tour has been arranged through the 
Travel Bureau of the Philadelphia Na- 
tional Bank. Send your request for the 
itinerary to the tour director, Harry 
J. Jaeger, The Sunday School Times Co., 
325 N. 13th Street, Philadelphia 5, Pa. 
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Worship 

















Family hemes daily Bible readings and 
notes prepared by e Scripture Union. 


Mon., Jan. 30. Genesis 1:20-25. 


God’s command to the earth, “Let 
the earth bring forth living creatures 
according to their kinds,” suggests that 
the animal creation is produced in this 
way: His creative, life-giving Word 
blends with the earthy material of their 
bodies, which return “as dust to dust” 
when life leaves them, as we know. 
There are many lessons for us in this 
animal kingdom of many kinds. They 
are like many human characters, as 
the Bible recognizes: “Go to the ant”; 
“be not as the horse or mule”; “con- 
sider the birds of the air”; “sheep 
without a shepherd”; “wolves in sheep’s 
clothing.” Try to pick out your type, 
perhaps, the next time you go to the 
zoo! 

A Prayer: O God, who hast made 
many kinds of life, each of its kind, 
fitted to its circumstances, teach us to 
be content with our state through Him 
who was poor and yet content to do 
Thy will. 

Question: What do we learn about 
God from the fifth stage of creation? 


Tues., Jan. 31. Genesis 1:26-31. 

Today we read of the climax of 
God’s creation: man is made in the 
image of God. This is not a bodily 
likeness, because God is invisible; it is 
what we call spiritual, for man has a 
spirit that can know God and possess 
everlasting life: and it is also a moral 
likeness, for man has a_ conscience 
which knows what is right and what is 
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wrong. The aim of every Christian’s 
life is to become like God his creator 
—loving, pure, and good, as Jesus 
showed us. And we shall be perfectly 
remade in God’s image when we take 
our place in His Kingdom, either when 
we die, or when Christ returns to 
earth—if we are true believers in Him. 

A Prayer: Almighty God, tame our 
wayward wills and grant that the per- 
fection of Thy character may be formed 
in us. 


Question: Is man like God in any 
other ways? 
Wed., Feb. 1. Genesis 2:1-7. 


In creation, God finished, as He al- 
ways does, the work which He had set 
out to do; so also His Son on the cross 
was to say, “It is finished,” after the 
work of redemption; and so His Spirit 
will finish the work of making us per- 
fect, which He begins when He enters 
our personalities. God never leaves a 
job half done, as man often does. Be- 
cause He had finished He rested for the 
last period, the one in which we are 
living. God ordained this pattern of 
six periods of activity and one of rest 
to be repeated in the week, and He set 
apart one day for this purpose. He 
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_you eat of it you shall die.” 


also hallowed it, or marked it out for 
use in worship. 

All Christians ought to meet together 
on Sundays at church, not just to get 
something, but to give God “His worth” 
or worship Him for His continuing good- 
ness, and in particular for our “creation, 
preservation, and all the blessings of 
this life, but above all for Thine ines- 
timable love in the redemption of the 
world by our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

A Prayer: O God, who has granted 
us a weekly reminder of our creation 
and of our salvation by Jesus Christ, 
grant that we may truly worship Thee 
with grateful hearts for these blessings. 
Amen. 

Question: What more do we learn 
about the creation of man in this fur- 
ther account? 


Thurs., Feb. 2. Genesis 2:8-10, 15-17. 

Man is given work, foed, and a com- 
mand when he is put in the garden. 
The garden is pleasant to the sight and 
good for food; it speaks of God’s love 
and goodness toward man and of His 
desire to give him pleasure. Even the 
command is not a difficult one; only 
one of the trees, and that not neces- 
sarily the most attractive, is put out of 
bounds to Adam. This is called the 
tree of knowledge of good and evil be- 
cause it was used as the means of test- 
ing man to see whether he would obey 
a command which God had given. 

To encourage man to obey, God 
warned him of the certain result of 
disobeying His order: “in the day that 
As we 
shall see, “die” does not mean the death 
of the body, although that would be 
fitting; it refers to the much worse 
punishment of the “death” of the soul. 
God warns him in mercy, making use 
of fear to try to prevent him from 
sinning. 

A Prayer: O God, make us want to 
obey Thy will so that we do not fall 
under Thy judgment. For Thy name’s 
sake. Amen. 

Question: How was the tree a “tree 
of the knowledge of good and evil”? 


Fri., Feb. 3. Genesis 2:18-25. 


Although God had seen that every- 
thing that He had made was good, there 
was one thing that He saw that was 
not good, and that was the man’s lone-' 
liness. Man not only needs work and 
food but also companionship to develop 
his character, and this can only come 
from a being like himself. No animal, 
whether it is cat, dog, or canary, will 
do; and so in the account of the help- 
“meet” (or suitable) for him, woman is 
described as made of his side, as to- 
gether they complete each other and 
she is to be protected and cherished by 
him. Because of this, the marriage link 
is intended to be stronger than any 
other. 

A Prayer: Bless, O God, our home, 
and grant that all our relationships may 
be kept pure and in their proper place 
because of our loyalty to Thee, who art 
the Head of our home. 


Question: What do we learn about 





our attitude to the other people in our 
home from this passage? 


Sat., Feb. 4. Genesis 3:1-7. 


Perhaps it is because man knew no 
other living creatures than the animals 
at this stage of the story that the Devil 
is compared to a serpent, as it was the 
most suitable picture of this evil being 
ready to hand. The Devil begins his 
attack by questioning God’s command 
and causing the woman to doubt it. He 
then contradicts it by a plain lie; and 
suggests that the results of disobedience 
will be pleasant because Adam and 
Eve will become like God in wisdom, 
knowing good and evil. This is a half- 
truth, because God does not know evil 
from doing it, but only from seeing it. 
These lies and excuses make the 
woman forget the command of God 
and judge by the attractive appearance 
of the tree. The result was she “took 
of its fruit and ate” and so sinned 
against God by breaking the only law 
which He had given them up till that 
time. The man joined his wife in dis- 
obedience without having the excuse 
of the clever arguments of the Devil to 
hide behind. Then the aftereffects fol- 
lowed, and they knew the shame and 
guilt of their act of disobedience. 

A Prayer: O God our Heavenly Fa- 
ther, almighty and everlasting God, 
who hast safely brought us to the be- 
ginning of this day: defend us in the 
same with Thy mighty power; and 
grant that this day we fall into no sin 
neither run into any kind of danger; 
but that all our doings may be ordered 
by Thy governance, to do always what 
is righteous in Thy sight, through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord. 

Question: What does this passage tell 
us about the ways in which temptation 
to break God’s laws may come? 


Sun., Feb. 5. Genesis 3:8-15. 

For the first time God meets people 
who have sinned against Him. The 
man makes excuses when God asks 
him why he is hiding. He blames his 
wife, and he also blames God Himself, 
who gave her to him. The woman, 
in her turn, blames the serpent. Hid- 
ing from God, excuses, blaming others 
—these things always follow sin; but 
God draws out a confession from them 
both, which is the first step toward for- 
giveness. 

God does not need to question the 
serpent, because He knows what he has 
done, and He curses him in words that 
hold a promise of blessing to man. 
There will always be a war between 
man and the Devil, but in the end “the 
seed of the woman” (Jesus Christ, the 
only Man without a human father) is 
to “bruise his head” (will destroy him). 

A Prayer: O God, whose nature and 
property is ever to have mercy and. to 
forgive, receive our humble petitions; 
and though we be tied and bound with 
the chain of our sins, yet let the pitiful- 
ness of Thy great mercy loose us; for 
the honor of Jesus Christ, our mediator 
and advocate. Amen. 

Question: What happened to man’s 
friendship with God after he had sin- 
ned? 


(27) 51 
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